
Today, many of our staff and students returned to school with a renewed energy,
filled with memories from the weekend’s Star Struck performances. It was truly a
fantastic celebration of the arts, showcasing our students and their creative
learning!

Organising our students’ involvement in Star Struck is no small feat. We want to
express our gratitude to Ms. Freeman for her dedication, as well as to our families
and carers who managed to fit rehearsal times into their busy lives.

Star Struck offers numerous social, educational, and artistic opportunities,
fostering a deep appreciation for the performing arts. We take pride in being part
of this annual event, witnessing our students thrive and share their talents with
the community.

This week, we are also observing Refugee Week, which presents another chance
for us to share experiences and learn from one another. Our EAL/D staff and
students have planned some wonderful activities aimed at promoting inclusivity,
compassion, and unity. These initiatives will reflect this year’s theme of
‘Community as a Superpower.’ With the rich and diverse cultures represented on
our campus, sharing and learning from each other will help strengthen our school
community.

Also, we would like to remind Year 10 students and their families about the
Subject Selection Expo at Jesmond Campus this afternoon. Choosing subjects for
Years 11 and 12 is crucial as it influences future learning and career paths. We
encourage students to thoughtfully consider their options with the guidance of
their families and teachers.

Wishing everyone a fantastic week ahead!
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WEEK 8
EXCURSIONS & EVENTS

NSW PUBLIC SCHOOL SURVEY
16  & 17  Juneth th

SUBJECT SELECTION EXPO
YEAR 10 - JESMOND CAMPUS
16  Juneth

PARENT-TEACHER-STUDENT
INTERVIEWS - BOOKINGS OPEN
18  June - 9amth

LOVEBITES WORKSHOP
Year 10
19  Juneth

UPCOMING EVENTS

WRITING WORKSHOPS WITH
AUTHOR JESS BLACK
Selected students
23  and 24  Junerd th

CALLAGHAN COLLEGE P&C MEETING
30  Juneth

NAIDOC WEEK @ CALLAGHAN
WARATAH
30  June - 4  Julyth th

DEADLY AWARDS
3  Julyrd

LAST DAY OF TERM 2
4  Julyth

Can you describe your role in a sentence or two?
I am an EAL/D teacher. My role is to support students in both the
Intensive English Centre (IEC) and mainstream classes. This includes
teaching core subjects with a focus on improving their English proficiency,
supporting their wellbeing, and helping them integrate into the school
community.

What do you enjoy most about working at Waratah?
How diverse it is. Being an international teacher myself, I truly appreciate the
multicultural environment at Waratah. I genuinely believe that a strong sense of
belonging is the key ingredient for a successful future for all students.

What’s your favourite hobby?
Outside of teaching, you’ll find me doing two things: travelling (over 50 countries
and still counting!) and hanging out with my dog Kumquat - my ultimate sidekick.

Who do you admire or look up to?
My dad has always been my role model. His passion for travel and adventure, as
well as his strength in supporting our family through the toughest times, has
shaped the kind of person I am today.

Is there anything else you’d like to share?
I’d like to highlight how important the high school years are in shaping a young
person’s future. These are the years when identity, values, and aspirations begin to
form. Every student deserves to feel heard, supported, and empowered - because
feeling seen and understood at school can make all the difference. I believe that
Waratah is a great place for this!

STAFF FEATURE
This week we meet Ms Filontseva, a member
of our amazing EAL/D Team.

PARENT-TEACHER-STUDENT
INTERVIEWS

Parent-Teacher-Student interviews
will be held on Wednesday, 23  July
from 2.15pm to 6.30pm in our school
hall.

rd

Bookings will be available through the
Sentral Parent Portal from 9am on
Wednesday, 18  until 3pm on Monday,
21  July.

th

st

Check your emails for further details
or visit our school website.
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SNAP SHOTS
OUT & ABOUT AT CALLAGHAN WARATAH

Callaghan College has once again stamped its
dominance on the Hunter volleyball scene – with
both our girls’ and boys’ teams crowned Hunter
Champions and now heading to the NSW State
Finals at Sydney Olympic Park next term!

The girls’ team took out the title in a massive
tournament with 28 teams competing – and they
did it in style. The girls went through the entire
competition without dropping a single set across
five games.

Our boys’ team, expertly coached by Mr Sharland,
also took out top honours – facing a tough battle
against 24 strong teams from across the Hunter. It
was a full day of tight games, testing stamina,
focus, and teamwork.

Our junior boys’ development squad is also building
momentum. Their eagerness, effort, and rapid
progress at training are exciting to watch. With
friendly matches against rival schools planned for
Term 3, the future of volleyball at Callaghan College
is looking bright.

From lunchtime volleyball in the hall to after-school
junior development, holiday clinics, and talent
pathways – our program runs deep. We’re building
a volleyball culture that’s competitive, inclusive, and
thriving.

New players are always welcome – we’re excited to
grow individual talent and team success together.

Let’s get behind our champions as they take on the
best in the state next term. Callaghan is ready –
bring on Sydney!

Thank you to all our students for participating in the NSW Public School Survey. This is an important opportunity for student
voices and opinions to be heard. Congratulations to Alaa for winning the high school division of Newcastle City's "I Heart My Way
to School" art competition! We are also thrilled to announce that Alaa, along with two other Waratah students, has been invited
to City Hall this week to participate in our city's Refugee Week Celebrations. Also, here’s a sneak peek of the progress on the first
floor of Block G, where we’re transforming the space into brand new classrooms! We can’t wait to see our students thrive in these
modern learning environments. Stay tuned for more updates as building works progress.


