
Dear Callaghan Families,

It was wonderful to see so many families at our Year 7 and Year 10 Welcome and
Information sessions last week. These events are a fantastic chance for parents
and carers to meet our staff, learn about our expectations, and discover our
learning and wellbeing initiatives. If you missed it, you can find the
presentations on our website. 

I want to say a big thank you to all the families who took part in the IEP
interviews with our Support students and teachers last week. Your involvement
is very important in helping us support your child's learning. These meetings
help us understand what each student needs and what their goals are, allowing
us to work together to help them succeed. We really appreciate your support
and partnership in this process.

This week, our Aboriginal Education Team will support our Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander students in creating or updating their Personalised Learning
Pathways (PLP). The PLP helps students share their strengths, needs, and goals,
enabling staff to provide tailored support. We look forward to welcoming
families to our Gunya room to participate in this important process. Don’t forget
you can participate by phone or Zoom if you can’t make it in person!

NAPLAN for Year 7 and 9 will take place next month. These tests help us monitor
students' progress in reading, writing, and numeracy and are just one part of
our assessment of learning program. There’s no need for excessive preparation
for these tests. We will send Year 7 and 9 families more information this week.

Finally, a huge congratulations to our Campus swim team for their fabulous
performance at the College Carnival. We wish them well at Zone this week (For
more, see page 2).

Melinda Bright
Campus Principal
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WEEK 5
EXCURSIONS & EVENTS

SCHOOL PHOTOS - CATCH UP
Wednesday 26th February
All students who missed school
photos on 20th February
On campus

OPEN BOYS SOCCER GALA DAY
Wednesday 26th February
Selected Year 9 and 10 students

ZONE SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Thursday 27th February
Selected students only
Lambton Pool

UPCOMING EVENTS

OPEN NIGHT 
5pm, Tuesday 11th March
This session is open to families of
Year 4, 5 & 6 students from our
partner primary schools.

This is a fantastic opportunity to
learn about the different pathways
and exciting opportunities available
at Callaghan College.

What is your role at Callaghan Waratah?
I am a HSIE teacher and also Head Teacher Administration. As Head Teacher
Administration, I am responsible for coordinating the whole-school timetable,
managing changes to day-to-day operations, and class list management.

The best surprise you’ve had as a teacher?
Organising a chess club at my previous school. I thought there might be only a
handful of students, but I had over 40 students turn up to the first session! I had
to buy an extra 15 chess sets!

What is your favourite sport?
My favourite is probably cricket and I’ve played since
I was very young. I now umpire cricket and referee
touch football.

What do you love about teaching?
My favourite part of teaching is seeing the
academic growth of my students as they
develop into young adults. I’m looking forward
to witnessing this at Waratah over the coming
years.

TEACHER FEATURE
This week we get to know one of our Head Teacher, Admin - Mr George.

HIGH EXPECTATIONS

ATTENDANCE
School attendance is mandatory.
Please explain any absences via the
Sentral Parent Portal, text or phone
call.

UNIFORM
Full school uniform must be worn
every day. The campus uniform shop
is open every Wednesday 1-4pm
during school term. Uniforms can
also be purchased online via The
School Locker website.

MOBILE PHONES
Mobile phones cannot be used
during the school day to help
everyone focus on learning. Students
must keep their phones in their
Yondr pouch during school hours.

https://waratah-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/parent-information/information-session-presentations.html
https://theschoollocker.com.au/schools/callaghan-college-waratah
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CANVAS PARENTS
KEEPING TRACK OF YOUR CHILD’S LEARNING

Canvas Parents, also known as Canvas Observer, helps you keep track of your child’s learning progress, by providing access to
information such as classwork, assessment tasks, calendars, grades, and teacher feedback. You can also use Canvas to communicate
with your child’s teachers.
To access Canvas Parents, follow these steps:

CELEBRATING CULTURE AND HARMONY AT CALLAGHAN WARATAH

At Waratah Campus, we are proud of the diversity and rich
culture that abounds through our students and staff. This
diversity brings a richness to our classrooms, with new
perspectives and experiences. This in turn, helps prepare
students for the diversity of future workplaces and the world at
large.

Last week, International Mother Tongue Day was celebrated.
This is a worldwide annual observance held on 21 February to
promote awareness of linguistic and cultural diversity and to
promote multilingualism.

Some of the languages spoken in the homes of our students
include Urdu, Persian, Pashto, Dari, Arabic, Tagalog,
Vietnamese, Swahili, Thai, Kurdish and Nepali.
 
Soon we will again recognise Harmony Day, with preparations
underway for celebrations and activities to be held on Friday,
21st March. 

We encourage all students to get involved on this day, to share
or experience the rich culture of our students and our
community. 

1. Go to the Callaghan College Waratah Campus
website.

2. Scroll down to the bottom of the homepage and
click on the “Canvas Parents” link under Parent
Access.

3. If you don’t have an account yet, click on “Click Here
for an Account.” Enter your name and email address
you have registered with the school, then create your
password.

4. A Student Pairing Code must also be entered. Your
child will be able to generate this pairing code when
they are logged into Canvas and go to their settings.
Clicking on the “Pair with Observer” button on the right
of screen will generate a pairing code.

5. This pairing code must then be entered into the
Student Pairing Code field in the Parent Sign Up form.

6. Click on “Start Participating”.

5. You should now be able to view your child’s
courses, lessons, and assignments.

If you’re facing any difficulties accessing any of our
school’s communication platforms, don’t hesitate to
contact the school for assistance.

P&C MEETING
We invite parents and carers to our
first Callaghan College P&C meeting
for 2025.

This session will focus on ways to help
settle your child into the new school
year.

This is a great way to meet other
families, share your experiences of
parenting a teenager, and help each
other navigate the schooling year.

MONDAY 24th FEB 5.30 - 6.30PM

Meeting will be held in the Dance
Room with the Auditorium at
Jesmond Senior Campus. Parking is
available in the large lower carpark,
off Janet Street, next to the
Auditorium.

Our Callaghan College Swimming Carnival was held last week, with great results achieved by our students. Well done
to our age champions - Florence M, Travis W and Olivia H. These students will now move on to the Zone Swimming
Carnival being held this week.

In Ms Powell's English class, students are learning about different types of poetry and how to use them to share
different themes and ideas. Personalised Learning Pathway Interviews are also underway this week, where our
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students think about their learning and cultural goals, with help from our
Aboriginal Education team.


