
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back for term 4 

I hope everyone had a chance to rest over the holidays because we 

have a full term of great opportunities for students. Learning will 

be delivered up until the last day of term. Please plan to support 

your children to attend school to the last day. We lose a week of 

learning at the start of the year, so it is important that our 

students remain focused on learning to keep up with students 

across NSW. Remember every day students come to school ready to 

learn, it another day they increase their options for when they leave 

school after year 12. Every day does matter for their learning 

outcomes. Please speak to one of our staff if you are struggling to 

support getting your child to school everyday. 

Strong Start, School Ready 

This week we welcomed our 2026 Kindergarten students to school 

for Kinderstart. This program our young students learn through play 

supporting them to be developmentally ready to benefit from 

schooling. Early Childhood trained Kinder Start teacher Ms Amanda 

Page supported by Aunty Christine and Aunty Jenine, our specialist 

Speech and Hearing Learning Officers, are delivering a program that 

works to support children to become familiar with the learning and 

playing spaces through fun play-based learning. Our staff also use 

this time to talk with families about any concerns they may have 

or put in place any additional supports to ensure next year in 
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kindergarten is both fun and builds their physical health, social 

competence, emotional maturity, language and cognitive skills and 

communication. 

It is not too late to join our Kinder Start program if your child is the 

right age to commence school in 2026, contact the school so your 

child does not miss out on this great free program. 

 

  

    

 

 

 

Extension and enrichment – Melbourne University spend the week at 

Brewarrina 

We welcome a large team of engineering and computer sciences 

academics from Melbourne University this week. Students in years 

7 and 8 are working on the importance of different types of maps 

for documenting information and then using them to make 

decisions. Our students are producing a range of different maps 

related to our area and the relationships between humans, soils, 

plants and animals. 

Students in years 9 and 10 are travelling to Bourke each day this 

week to undertake a similar program with more focus on capturing 

human stories related to space. 

Visiting academics have shared very positive impressions of working 

with our students who have genuinely engaged with the work at 

both schools. Staff will participate in a roundtable on Thursday 

evening, exploring opportunities for future years at Bre and also 

students and staff undertaking learning on the Melbourne Campus. 

Melbourne University is keen to support students’ pathways to 

studying with on campus experiences in Melbourne in the near 

future. 



 

Keeping our Kids safe online 

With one in five children aged 8-17 reporting being socially 

excluded, threatened or abused online, cyberbullying is a problem 

across all areas of the world. 

One in five young people admit to sending /making posts that 

deliberately exclude, spread lies or rumours about others. 

Bullying describes behaviour that is repeated or has the potential 

to be repeated. Cyberbullying is covered by the definition with one 

instance as online posts may be repeated through sharing. 

Keeping your child safe online 

Reinforce not to share passwords or access to their social media 

accounts. Encourage strong passwords. 

As a community, all of us need to be part of the solution to address 

and reduce this growing problem. 

Parents getting online and threatening children is not advised and 

often escalates matters causing more distress to all young people 

involved. 

In NSW Public Schools, there is a ban on students using phones at 

school. Due to an increase in anti-social communication on phones, 

we will be tightening our management of students who are found 

to have and use phones at school. Students will be formally 

cautioned about misuse of phones and families contacted regarding 

this caution. We ask that families take this matter seriously and 

support the school, encouraging all students to leave their phones 

at home. 

If your child is the victim of online bullying through a social media 

app, report this to the app and also log it with the ESAFETY 

commissioner. The ESafety commissioner will remove access to 

sites for repeat or serious offenders of the social media standards. 

If your child is impacted and upset as a result of cyberbullying, it’s 

important to get help. 



Call Triple Zero (000) POLICE immediately if their physical safety is 

at risk. 

Organise counselling: at school, the AMS, or online through the 

KIDSHELPLINE 

Let the school know, we can provide copies of materials on online 

safety and take action through the school’s student behaviours 

management procedures. 

 Social media changes are coming 

From 10 December this year, some social media platforms won’t be 

allowed to let Australians under 16 create or keep an account. 

Under-16s will still be able to see publicly available social media 

content that doesn’t require logging into an account. 

What you need to know: 

• The age restrictions are likely to apply 

to  Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, TikTok, X and YouTube, as 

well as other platforms. See the latest list. 

• Under-16s will still be able to see publicly available social 

media content that doesn’t require logging into an account. 

• Schools in NSW have a ban on phones at school. Contact  by 

parents with children is to occur through the office if required.   

• There are exclusions for a number of platforms, including 

educational tools such as learning management systems. For 

example, Google Classroom and YouTube Kids will not be age 

restricted, and YouTube videos that can be seen without 

logging in can still be shared by teachers. 

• For further guidance, including whether educators will be able 

to use their own accounts to share age-appropriate education 

materials, please refer to school or sector policies and 

procedures.  

 Find out more at eSafety Commissioner site 

Ms Jennifer Green 

Executive Principal  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.esafety.gov.au%2Fkey-topics%2Fesafety-guide%2Ffacebook&data=05%7C02%7CSUSAN.A.GORDON%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C737d12c6e8fa430ebf0e08de16812011%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638972941003682257%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BHS9Ujea5dFIFjQLFRhOz2XQulz7x6fRvdnHELv5N00%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.esafety.gov.au%2Fkey-topics%2Fesafety-guide%2Finstagram&data=05%7C02%7CSUSAN.A.GORDON%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C737d12c6e8fa430ebf0e08de16812011%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638972941003703222%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OODRWqSgHY7Y%2FTt81LEpcX9NId6QDVWxar1gOTf6Hqc%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.esafety.gov.au%2Fkey-topics%2Fesafety-guide%2Fsnapchat&data=05%7C02%7CSUSAN.A.GORDON%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C737d12c6e8fa430ebf0e08de16812011%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638972941003718518%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bYs2S1OFnFQ%2Ff8mfqUwpugwdRHNqrYlUNL%2B8OVwwLXQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.esafety.gov.au%2Fkey-topics%2Fesafety-guide%2Ftiktok&data=05%7C02%7CSUSAN.A.GORDON%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C737d12c6e8fa430ebf0e08de16812011%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638972941003733502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CCv5cl5H7oJZGQoxYr6%2Bqtk%2Fl6RUNvq41V3HUzGJYr0%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.esafety.gov.au%2Fkey-topics%2Fesafety-guide%2Fx&data=05%7C02%7CSUSAN.A.GORDON%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C737d12c6e8fa430ebf0e08de16812011%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638972941003751962%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Afr%2FzKsczhpwvQJUU3TuEaSN1tbnqUnzmAnHUEkWI8%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.esafety.gov.au%2Fkey-topics%2Fesafety-guide%2Fyoutube&data=05%7C02%7CSUSAN.A.GORDON%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C737d12c6e8fa430ebf0e08de16812011%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638972941003768936%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B%2BOdwMVRjIJ0%2BMnrtreHkHVKBHFgkU2QWaRExhag%2F1k%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.esafety.gov.au%2Fabout-us%2Findustry-regulation%2Fsocial-media-age-restrictions%2Fwhich-platforms-are-age-restricted&data=05%7C02%7CSUSAN.A.GORDON%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C737d12c6e8fa430ebf0e08de16812011%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638972941003784136%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KRyn%2Frb453H6gh%2FbTjFg%2BZfGN6goB1hvllRy4ds%2FhXM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.esafety.gov.au%2Fkey-topics%2Fesafety-guide%2Fyoutube-kids&data=05%7C02%7CSUSAN.A.GORDON%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C737d12c6e8fa430ebf0e08de16812011%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638972941003798818%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G1fCwKuEfjd5Ks4YYyr1CZunnDdAdyD8EYxHB0Suh1s%3D&reserved=0


Welcome back to Term 4! I hope all our families enjoyed the break and 

it has certainly been wonderful to see all our students back at school 

for a busy term of learning, excursions and celebrations. Already in 

the first few weeks we have had plenty happening. On Fridays of 

Weeks 1, 2 and 3 we have some students in Years 9-11 participating 

the TAFE taster days at Brewarrina TAFE. They have been learning 

about jobs in carpentry, painting and tiling. By participating in these 

taster days, there is further opportunity for employment for students 

that would like to pursue it. 

During Week 3 we had had 4 days of STEM on Barwon with the 

University of Melbourne. Students in Year 7 and 8 stayed at BCS, joined 

by Bourke High School students. We then had students in Year 9 and 

10 travel to Bourke High to participate in workshops. It is the first 

time that something like this has been developed, and everyone is 

super excited to see what becomes of it. 

During Weeks 3 and 4, students in Year 8 will be attempting the VALID 

8 Science assessment. This assessment gives us important 

information around how our students are progressing in science skills 

and knowledge. 

We welcomed Miss Madden to our team at the beginning of the term, 

teaching Visual Arts and Stage 4 HSIE. Miss Madden is an energetic 

and positive team member and is already doing some great things in 

the art room. She has been given a warm welcome by staff and 

students. 

Transition for Year 6 will occur during Weeks 6,7 and 8 of Term 4. We 

are looking forward to seeing Year 6 in secondary. There will be a 

timetable sent home to parents in the coming weeks. 

Our Year 12 students commenced their HSC examinations at the 

beginning of the term. The examination period goes for 4 weeks, so 

only a few exams to go now. This can be a highly stressful time for 

students (and parents trying to support them!) 

It can be overwhelming for students to think about everything they 

need to do in the lead up to the HSC, what path to take after school 



finishes and anxiety around what will happen if they don’t achieve the 

marks they want. 

To help with this time and provide students with the best chance at 

succeeding, the Stay Healthy HSC hub contains HSC resources to help 

students and families with: 

· Study tips and tricks 

· Physical health and wellbeing 

· Exam time 

· Life after the HSC Visit the Stay Healthy HSC hub at 

education.nsw.gov.au/schooling/students/stay-healthy-hsc 

Students are encouraged to contact one of the channels below for 

additional support. · au.reachout.com, online student chat · 

kidshelpline.com.au / 1800 55 1800 

There is still a lot of learning to be done in Term 4, and I encourage all 

students to attend every day. If unable to attend, it is important for 

parents/carers to contact the school with a reason. I would also like 

to stress that continuous late arrival to school or leaving early 

impacts learning and a student’s ability to access all we have to offer 

at our awesome school. 

Please feel free to contact the school if you wish to discuss your child’s 

learning. 

Mrs Trapman 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Students receive a range of prizes in their classrooms and as a whole school. Each classroom 
has a reward system. Most importantly, staff teach, and model expected behaviour to our 
students through explicit lessons. PBL also addresses social skills, and students from Kinder to 
Year 12 are supported to develop resilience, friendships and teamwork skills.

Over the next few weeks, we are focusing on the school value of LEARNERS. This includes: 

· Consistent morning routine to set the day up well 

· Reminding students of expectations on the playground as they prepare for recess and lunch 

· Consistent end of day routine 

· Revisiting adjustments, lesson structure and assessment to meet the needs of all students in 
the classroom 

· Supporting students to be “ready to learn” 

· Reinforcing the Department of Education phone policy 

Learning happens best in a positive classroom environment when students are ready to learn. 
We have been using the Life Skills GO app in Sentral when taking the roll in the morning- 
students do a “check in” of their morning feelings which helps us to understand if they are ready 
or learn or maybe need some support to help them be ready for a day of learning. We can then 
use this data to inform our routines, monitor individual students and track over a period of time. 

Part of a positive learning culture is regular attendance at school. When students come every 
day they are in the routine of school expectations and building their social and emotional 
learning skills, as well as learning along with their peers rather than catching up. As they move 
through the school years, if time is continually missed, it becomes harder and harder to do the 
work at the expected level. We can support parents if they are having difficulty getting their child 
to school. Please come up for a yarn. 

 

Mrs Trapman 

 

 

 



Trade TAFE Taster at Brewarrina TAFE 

Secondary students from Brewarrina Central School have been participating in a trade’s taster 
course. The program has run for three Fridays to engage young people with the skills in the 
trades of cabinetry, tiling and painting.  The opportunity to participate in these programs is 
funded through Regional Industry Education Partnerships (RIEP) in conjunction with TAFE NSW 
& DoE. 

Steve – the teacher from Dubbo TAFE has provided excellent foundation skills for the students 
and in the small group situation the students have had the opportunity for individualised 
attention and development. 

Students participating have been Minya, Kaydence, Barran, Michael, Ashton and Darnell. 

The students have been very keen & enthusiastic about the program. They began by making a 
timber cutting board using lamination techniques, using the associated tools and working 
through to a finished product. They have painted a frame and will make a tiled display to hone 
their skills in painting and tiling. Steve had developed these projects to build skills and engage 
the students and enable them to complete a project.   

Uncle Bruce Bennett has been supporting the program each Friday and has been able to use 
his own skills and knowledge to enhance the learning. His participation is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

Also in attendance on day one, was   Darren Wooding - Manager Aboriginal Housing Office who spoke 
to the students about an upcoming trade training opportunity that will become available in 2026 
within the Brewarrina community. 

Mrs Kathryn Hertslet 



 

 

 

  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Ready, Start Strong transition to school  

 

Brewarrina Central School hosted our first KinderSTART session on Monday and Tuesday from 9-3, where 

new students attended big school as part of our Start Ready Start Strong transition to school program. 

The program is focused on familiarisation with school routines through hands on, play based learning.  

 

 

Our KinderSTART students joined us for breakfast in the community hub before school started. During 

the day they took a tour of the school, met teachers and looked at different spaces and were involved in 

a variety of play activities. These included stories, letters and numbers, playdough, social/emotional play, 

dramatic play, physical play including construction, parachutes, song and dance. Students were provided 

with recess and lunch and joined the rest of the school for play times.  

Lots of fun to be had.  

 

Teacher and Aboriginal educators also got the opportunity to get to know students, their interests, areas 

of strength and any support needs so we can ensure the best possible outcomes for our new students. 

 

If you know a child that is ready for school and would like to join in with the free transition to school 

KinderSTART program, please contact the school for an enrolment pack.  

 

Ms Amanda Page 

KinderStart Teacher  



  



 

 

 

 

Book Parade and Book Fair 

Primary students are looking forward to the Book Parade this Friday 

at 10.20am. Families are invited to attend the event. At the conclusion 

of the parade, it would be lovely for families to visit the school library 

and have a look at the Book Fair. Items can be purchased on the day, 

as well as lunch and recess in Week 4. 

Swimming starts this week for students in K to Year 4. Please 

remember to pack swimmers, a towel and a plastic bag on Fridays. All 

students go to the pool and will be supervised by school staff. 

Swimming lessons are for 30 minutes, and non-swimmers will 

complete water safety booklets. 

Attendance 

Towards the end of the year, it is really important to keep coming to 

school, even when it’s hot. All classrooms have air conditioning, and 

students are offered cool places to have recess and lunch. Attending 

school every day allows your child to get the most out of their learning 

and improve their career and life options. This includes attending 

school for a full day. Regular school attendance can help expand your 

child’s learning and create positive relationships with their peers. 

If you require support in getting your child ready and motivated for 

school, please reach out to us. 

Miss Beck Williams 

Deputy Principal  



  



 

 


