
Bingara Central School 
Phone and Digital Devices Policy 

Bingara Central School supports the restrictions of mobile phones in 
accordance with the NSW Department of Education: Students’ Use of Mobile 
Phones in Schools policy https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/pd-
2023-0480 

Mobile phone use in schools can impact student learning and wellbeing. 
Restricting mobile phone use at school aims to increase focus in classrooms, 
remove distractions and promote positive social interaction, while reducing the 
potential for online bullying. Bingara Central School has strong teaching and 
learning practices to support students in the classroom using various forms of 
appropriate technology, which maximises the benefits and minimises the risks of 
digital environments and prepare students for life beyond school. We foster a safe 
learning environment which supports and enhances each child’s social and 
emotional health through our wellbeing and learning support teams.  

 
Bingara Central School has elected to utilise the YONDR phone pouch system. All 
mobile phones are required to be turned off and placed in a locked pouch for the 
full school day, including recess and lunch. The locking process will be 
undertaken during roll call with your year advisor/teacher at the beginning of 
each school day. This will mean that students will have a responsibility to turn off 
their phone, place it in the locked pouch and store it safely in their school bag for 
the course of the school day. This is an approved NSW Department of Education 
option and will limit unnecessary distractions and complement our ongoing 
approach to ensure every student maximises their learning and social growth in a 
safe and supportive environment.  

 
 
 
What if the YONDR pouch breaks? 
Other than using the unlocking station, the only other way to access your phone 
is if there is a break in the pouch or the magnet has been tampered with. If this is 
the case, it is deemed your responsibility to pay for the damages, a total of $10 to 
the Front Office. Your parent/carer will be notified, and you will be required to  
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leave your phone at home or with the Head Teacher/Deputy Principal (locked in a 
safe) until a replacement pouch has been paid for.  
 
What if I need to contact my parents during the school day? 
Bingara Central School understands there will always be situations when parents 
need to get in contact with students or vice versa during the school day. Should 
you need to make contact with someone during the school day, you will approach 
the Head Teacher/Deputy Principal (in your own time and not during class) and 
ask permission to make a phone call. During school hours, parents needing to 
contact or collect their teenager are to contact the front office and a message will 
be sent to the student.  
 
What if I am late to school or have to leave school early? 
If you are late to school, you will need to sign in as usual at the front office.  The 
Front Office will sight you have turned your phone off and locked it in the Pouch. 
When you return to class you will be required to show visual proof to your teacher 
that you have your Pouch and that it is locked. 

If you need to leave school early, the same process applies. You will go to the Front 
Office where a staff member will unlock your Pouch and sign you out.  

What about school excursions? 
Excursions are deemed as school-based activities and thus the same rules apply. 
The teacher attending your school excursion will carry with them an unlocking 
station. 

Students attending an overnight excursion will have allocated times when their 
device/s are to be locked in their Yondr. This will be at the discretion of the 
organising teaching staff. 

What if I am caught with my phone, smart watch or Airbuds? 
Please refer to the flowchart – outlining steps taken when breaching this policy. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

I understand that Bingara Central School is a phone free zone and I will adhere to 
the policy and rules governing the use of YONDR and personal devices 

 

NAME:___________________________________________          DATE:________________ 

 

SIGNED:_________________________________________ 
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