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HOMEWORK PRACTICES 
Statement 

The purpose of this document is to provide clear expectations regarding homework practices at Bert 
Oldfield Public School. Homework should support classroom learning, promote positive learning 
habits and strengthen partnerships between home and school, without creating unnecessary stress 
for students or families. Homework is a window for parents into their child’s life at school. 

At Bert Oldfield Public School, while homework is not mandatory, it is strongly encouraged. Students 
will not receive penalties or negative consequences for incomplete homework. Teachers will ensure 
that any formal assessment tasks or unfinished class work requiring completion are supported through 
opportunities provided during school hours where appropriate. 

Mandatory Compliance 

NSW Department of Education Homework Guidelines 

Key Legislation and Information Sources 

1. Education Act 1990 (NSW) 
2. NSW Department of Education Homework Policy Guidelines 
3. NSW Curriculum Reform advice and syllabus requirements 
4. School Excellence Framework 

Other Related Policies/Procedures 

1. Assessment Policy 
2. Teaching and Learning Programs 
3. Student Wellbeing Procedures 
4. Inclusive Education Policy 

Definitions 

Homework: Homework refers to learning activities completed outside school hours that reinforce, 
complement or extend classroom learning. Homework may include reading, spelling, mathematics 
practice, oral language activities, life skills and reflective learning tasks. 

Home Reading: Home reading involves students reading independently, reading aloud to a family 
member, or being read to by another person. Home reading is encouraged daily and aims to 
promote enjoyment, fluency, vocabulary development and comprehension skills. 

Life Skills: Life skills activities involve practical tasks completed at home that encourage 
independence, responsibility and contribution to family and community life. Examples may include 
helping prepare dinner, organising belongings or participating in household responsibilities. 
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 Purpose  

Research indicates that student learning may be enhanced if homework is:  

• appropriate for each student’s age and ability   
• relevant to each student’s needs  
• purposeful and designed to meet specific learning goals  
• varied and challenging, but achievable  
• built on knowledge, skills and understanding developed in class   
• clearly stated and requirements made explicit during class time   
• supported by teacher strategies for students having difficulties with homework.   

Homework tasks should be assigned by teachers with a specific, explicit learning purpose. On 
completion, teachers should acknowledge student effort and provide feedback. 

Custom and Practice 

In meeting the school’s commitment to high quality teaching and learning, homework practices 
should: 

• reflect current classroom learning 
• complement teaching and learning programs 
• be manageable and realistic for students and families 
• avoid causing unnecessary stress at home 
• consider the diverse needs of students 
• remain purposeful, meaningful and achievable 
• minimise excessive teacher marking and administrative workload. 
• reinforce and complement classroom learning 
• encourage responsibility and organisation 
• promote a passion for reading and learning 
• provide opportunities for students to develop oral language and vocabulary 
• support the development of basic literacy and numeracy skills 
• encourage positive home learning routines and life skills. 

Effective Homework 

Homework is a valuable part of schooling. It allows for practising, extending and consolidating work 
done in class. Homework provides training for students in planning and organising time and develops 
a range of skills in identifying and using information resources. Additionally, it establishes habits of 
study, concentration and self-discipline. 

Effective homework should always meet one or more of the following: 

 practice and review of lesson previously taught 
 simple introduction to material included in upcoming lessons 
 planning activities for more complex tasks completed in class 
 have a clear goal and be clearly understood 
 show variety over time 
 routine activities to help establish study habits 
 project/assignment based to foster a holistic approach to education, preparing students with 

practical skills for the future and encouraging lifelong learning 
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Homework Expectations 

General Expectations 

• Homework should be developmentally appropriate and aligned to classroom learning 
• Homework should support revision, consolidation and practice of key concepts 
• Teachers may assign homework through Teams, worksheets or homework books 
• Homework should be achievable independently or with minimal family support 
• Homework should promote positive attitudes towards learning 
• Students will not be penalised for incomplete homework 
• Homework tasks should not create excessive workload for students, teachers or families. 

Homework Components 

Reading: 

• Students are encouraged to read daily 
• Reading may include independent reading, shared reading or being read to by a family member 
• Reading activities should promote enjoyment and foster a passion for reading 
• Teachers may provide helpful hints or strategies for families supporting home reading 
• Reading material should reflect student interests and classroom learning where appropriate. 

Spelling and Vocabulary: 

• Homework may include weekly spelling practice and/or sight words 
• Vocabulary development activities may support oral language growth 
• Activities may include discussions, oral retells, word games or practical communication tasks. 

Mathematics: 

• Mathematics homework should focus on basic facts and fluency 
• Recommended activities may include: 
    - times tables practice 
    - counting patterns 
    - oral counting 
    - basic number facts 
    - mathematical fluency activities 
• Online programs or typing-based learning platforms may be used where appropriate. 

Writing and Reflection: 

• Homework may include short reflective writing tasks 
• Students may reflect on: 
    - learning completed during the week 
    - goals for the following week 
    - classroom achievements 
• Writing tasks should be brief, purposeful and manageable. 
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Life Skills and Practical Learning: 

• Homework may include practical learning experiences such as: 
    - helping prepare dinner 
    - interviewing a family member 
    - completing household responsibilities 
    - participating in real-world learning experiences 
• These activities aim to build responsibility, independence and communication skills. 

Homework Grids and Choice Boards: 

• Teachers may provide homework grids or choice boards to allow flexibility and student choice 
• Homework options may cater for different interests, learning styles and family circumstances. 

Roles and responsibilities 

School Leaders 

• Establish a clear timeline and process for monitoring, evaluating and reviewing the homework 
guidelines 
• Monitor the implementation of the homework guidelines 

Teachers 

• ensure homework aligns with classroom learning 
• communicate homework expectations clearly 
• ensure homework is purposeful and achievable 
• provide support materials where appropriate 
• be mindful of teacher marking workload 
• encourage positive home learning habits 
• support students and families in developing effective homework routines. 

Parents and Carers  

• support positive homework routines 
• encourage daily reading and/or sight word recognition 
• provide encouragement and guidance where appropriate 
• communicate with teachers regarding concerns about homework 
• assist students in balancing homework, wellbeing and extracurricular activities. 

Students 

• engage positively with homework opportunities 
• complete tasks to the best of their ability 
• develop organisation and time management skills 
• communicate with teachers when support is required. 
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Homework Examples 

While the sample of homework is provided above, teachers may choose to include all or only some 
of these activities each week. Homework will be responsive to the needs of the class and support the 
learning occurring daily in the classroom. 

K-2 Sample Weekly Homework 

 Reading nightly home reader 
 Nightly review of sight words/spelling list 
 Simple literacy activity 
 Simple numeracy tasks 
 Life skills activity 

Years 3-4 Sample Weekly Homework 

 Reading nightly  
 Nightly review of spelling list 
 Literacy activity 
 Numeracy tasks (largely involving basic number facts) 
 Life skills activity 
 Learning goals discussion 

Years 5-6 Sample Weekly Homework 

 Reading nightly  
 Nightly review of spelling list 
 Literacy activity 
 Numeracy tasks 
 Life skills activity 
 Learning goals discussion 
 Computer based research 

Additional Information 

Homework practices may differ across stages and classes depending on student needs and 
classroom programs. 

At Bert Oldfield Public School, the priority of homework is to strengthen learning partnerships between 
school and home while promoting confidence, independence and positive learning habits. 

Homework should support student wellbeing, encourage curiosity and reinforce learning in a 
balanced and meaningful way. 

Your child’s teacher may also be able to recommend some focus areas from recent in class 
assessments that your child could work on if you are looking for something more specific. 
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How can I help my 
child at home? 
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HOMEWORK POLICY 

Appendix A 
How can I help my child at home? 

Parents can play a vital role in supporting their child with homework at home. Here are some 
practical ways parents can help: 

1. Create a positive environment 

 Establish a quiet, comfortable, and well-lit area for homework. 
 Minimise distractions (TV, mobile phones, etc.) during homework time. 
 Set a regular homework routine so children know when and where they’ll work. 

2. Encourage good habits 

 Help your child to organise their schedule and break big tasks into smaller steps. 
 Promote healthy habits: take short breaks, have snacks or water, and balance homework with 

play. 

3. Provide guidance, not answers 

 Encourage your child to try problems themselves first. 
 Ask guiding questions: "What do you think this means?" or "How might you approach this?" 
 Review instructions together to ensure your child understands what's required. 

4. Be supportive and patient 

 Praise effort and progress, not just correct answers. 
 Reassure your child if they become frustrated. 
 Show patience and let them know mistakes are part of learning. 

5. Communicate with teachers 

 If homework is consistently too difficult or time-consuming, parents should contact the teacher. 
 Ask the teacher for recommendations if extra support is needed. 

6. Use resources 

 Help your child use resources (library books, educational websites, or school-provided 
materials). 

 Encourage independence by helping them learn how to find answers. 

By being engaged and supportive, parents can help their child become more confident, 
independent learners. If you are interested in NSW Department of Education resources or homework 
tips for specific age groups, let me know! 
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Additional Homework 

Here are some appropriate and reliable websites that parents can visit for additional home activities 
to support their child's learning: 

NSW Department of Education - Learning from Home Resources 

Website: education.nsw.gov.au 
Provides free learning activities, curriculum resources, and guidance for parents to support students 
at home. 

ABC Education 

Website: education.abc.net.au 
Offers a wide range of interactive videos, games, and educational resources aligned with the 
Australian curriculum. 

Scootle 

Website: scootle.edu.au 
Offers a collection of digital learning resources for students and parents across various subjects. 

Story Box Library 

Website: storyboxlibrary.com.au 
An Australian-based resource of animated and narrated children's storybooks to promote literacy. 

Khan Academy 

Website: khanacademy.org 
Free online lessons and practice in maths, science, and other subjects for various grade levels. 

Maths Online 

Website: mathsonline.com.au 
Offers maths learning programs and activities designed for Australian students. 

National Geographic Kids 

Website: kids.nationalgeographic.com 
Great for science and geography learning through fun facts, videos, and games. 

Cool Australia 

Website: coolaustralia.org 
Provides free teaching resources and activities focused on sustainability and environmental 
education. 

Oxford Owl 

Website: oxfordowl.co.uk 
Free digital books and guided reading activities for children and parents. 
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Additional K-2 Resources 

Literacy (Reading, Writing, Spelling): 

Reading Eggs 

Website: readingeggs.com.au 
Engaging games, activities, and e-books to build early reading skills. 

ABC Reading Eggs Junior 

Website: readingeggs.com.au/reading-eggs-junior/ 
Specially designed for ages 2–4, great for pre-literacy skills. 

Starfall 

Website: starfall.com 
Free interactive stories, phonics activities, and early reading practice. 

Numeracy (Mathematics): 

Maths Playground 

Website: mathplayground.com 
Interactive maths games suitable for young students (some content is for older grades, so parents 
can select age-appropriate activities). 

NRICH Early Years Maths 

Website: nrich.maths.org/early-years 
Practical maths activities and investigations suitable for early learners.  

 

The above websites offer a variety of engaging activities that can help children learn and have fun 
at home. 


