Uniform Policy

Balmain Public School

The NSW Department of Education supports the wearing of school uniforms, which promote a sense of
belonging, strengthen school identity and conftribute to student safety and wellbeing.

At Balmain Public School, students are expected to wear the approved school uniform while attending
school and participating in school-related activities, unless otherwise advised.

Our school uniform has been developed in consultation with the school community and aligns with NSW
Department of Education requirements.

The purpose of this policy is to provide clear expectations for the wearing of the Balmain Public School uniform. The policy
supports a safe, inclusive and respectful learning environment by promoting a school uniform that is practical,
comfortable, affordable and accessible. It also reinforces a shared sense of identity, belonging and pride within the
Balmain Public School community while supporting students' participation in all aspects of school life.

School Approach

At Balmain Public School, we believe that wearing the school uniform promotes a positive school identity, fosters a strong
sense of belonging and encourages pride in our school community. Our uniform supports equity by reducing visible
differences between students, assists with student safety and identification both within and beyond the school
environment, and enables students to participate confidently in all school activities. The uniform has been designed to
provide students with choice and flexibility while maintaining a consistent and recognisable appearance.

School staff are committed to positively encouraging students to wear the uniform, modelling high standards of
presentation and school pride, communicating expectations clearly and responding to any concerns fairly, respectfully
and consistently.

Students are expected to wear the approved school uniform each day, ensure their clothing and footwear are safe and
appropriate for school activities, and take pride in their personal presentation as representatives of the school.

Parents and carers are encouraged fo support the school's uniform expectations by providing the approved uniform
where possible, ensuring their child is dressed safely and appropriately, communicating with the school if financial, cultural,
religious, medical or other circumstances affect uniform requirements, and working in partnership with the school to
address any uniform-related concerns.

Uniform Requirements

Balmain Public School provides a range of approved uniform options that promote student comfort, safety and inclusion.
Students may choose from any approved uniform items regardless of gender. The Balmain Public School uniform shop
offers a wide range of uniform opftions fo suit all students. The school uniform applies during school hours, while travelling fo
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and from school, and when students are on school excursions. All children are required to wear the uniform, selecting from

the uniform items available.

UNIFORM: Students are expected to wear the approved Balmain Public School uniform each day. Approved
uniform items include navy pants, shorts, skirts or skorts, fogether with a Balmain Public School polo shirt or T-shirt, or
lemon-coloured blouse. A gold skivvy may be worn underneath the uniform during winter. The summer dress may
be worn during Terms 1 and 4, and the winter tunic may be worn during Terms 2 and 3.

JUMPERS: Only Balmain Public School jumpers and jackets with the school logo are to be worn as part of the school
uniform during the school day. Non-uniform jackets and hoodies should not be worn at school and may only be
worn to and from school where required.

SPORTS SHORTS: Sports shorts must be of an appropriate length, reaching at least mid-thigh. Bike shorts worn as
outer garments are not permitted. Shorts should remain visible below the school shirt at all times to ensure students
are dressed appropriately for the school environment.

HATS: School hats with BPS logo need to be worn at all fimes in the playground, for sport and on excursions. With
sun safety in mind students not wearing a hat are required to remain in the shade during break times.

SHOES: Black shoes are to be worn every day other than sports days. A variety of styles can be worn but shoes are
to be fully black. Styles can include lace up leather shoes, lace up black sports shoes, velcro fastening shoes or
Mary Jane style shoes. Sports shoes may be any colour, provided they are designed to best support sporfing
activities.

PSSA ZONE HOODIES: PSSA representative hoodies are to be worn on Fridays only as part of students’ sport uniform.
BACKPACKS: Students are expected to use the approved Balmain Public School navy backpack with the school
logo as their primary school bag.

ACCESSORIES: False nails, including acrylic, gel and press-on nails, are not permitted. Fingernails must be kept short,
clean and safe to support participation in learning and physical activities. Students may wear minimal jewellery;
however, dress jewellery or any item that may present a safety risk or cause injury is not permitted.

HAIR: Hair should be neat, tidy and clean, and suitable for learning and play. Maintaining clean hair supports
student health and wellbeing and assists in reducing the spread of head lice. In line with NSW Health quidelines,
families are encouraged to check their child's hair regularly and treat head lice promptly if detected to help
minimise fransmission within the school community.

MAKE-UP: Make-up, including foundation, eyeliner, mascara, lipstick and false eyelashes, should not be worn to
school.

Action

Balmain Public School takes a positive and supportive approach to promoting the school uniform. Our focus is on ensuring
all students are able to participate fully in school life while maintaining high expectations for presentation, safety and
school pride.

Non-Compliance

Students will not be excluded from learning, school activities or attendance due to uniform concerns. Where a student is
not wearing the approved school uniform, the school will:

seek to understand the reason for non-compliance

communicate with parents or carers in a respectful and timely manner
provide support or assistance where appropriate

work collaboratively with students/families to resolve ongoing concerns

All responses to uniform matters will be fair, respectful, consistent and aligned with NSW Department of Education policy.
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Additional Information

NSW Department of Education = Uniforms at School Procedures
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School Contact Information
Balmain Public School

1 Eaton Street Balmain 2041
Ph: 9818 1177

Email: balmain-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au

Staff involved in supporting the development and ongoing review of Balmain Public School Uniform Policy:

Amanda Pitman — R/Principal
Madeleine Whiteside — Assistant principal
Sonja Schaalo — R/Assistant Principal
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Appendix A - Student Uniform Visual Guide

BALMAIN PUBLIC SCHOOL § jE4 &7 BALMAIN PUBLIC SCHOOL

NOT APPROVED
UNIFORM - UNIFORM

Our uniform promotes safety, equality and school pride,

0 NOT APPROVED TOPS & DRESSES

1 A
Bl /

Coloured or branded T-shirts, singlets,
dresses or non-uniform hoodies

0 NOT APPROVED BOTTOMS

Gold polo shirt  Nawvy sherts, Summer Navy jacket  Navy bucket Navy cap - n ‘

with navy skort or pants dress hat
accents " '
Denim, bike shorts (as pants), Thongs, crocs or
3 g or non-navy skirts/shorts shoes without
7t T L a heel strap
:{{ WINTER OPTIONS _

0 NOT APPROVED ACCESSORIES & ITEMS

; \ | /
Mavy jacket Gold long MNavy track Navy tights Winter tunic \‘
sleeve polo pants (typically worn |
with gold skivvy) &\

, zz#

g Students may wear additional navy layers for warmth.

Caps or non-school hats i i 'I
Mo hat = play in the Maks-Up; faisairaiy

SUMMER OPTIONS il 5 A o jewelery
€ NoT APPROVED SCHOOL BAGS

Gald polo shirt Navy shorts Summer Navy cap Navy bucket Non-schoel bags
with navy or skorts dress hat
accents

APPROVED FOOTWEAR - EVERY DAY

el M S Do
e ) & E 3

Enclosed leather shoes Fully enclosed Sports shoes

Black (any celour)

O APPROVED ADDITIONAL ITEMS Bike shorts No Make-up No False Nails No Knee
‘ ‘ (as pants) or false nails High Socks
I Navy cap Navy bucket hat School bag I 3 . Hculty) unh .. .J'
Balmain Public School

SAP
Ak (02) 9818 1177
NSW Education




Appendix B — Communications

The school's uniform expectations will be communicated through a variety of methods to ensure all members of the school
community have a clear understanding of the requirements.

Students: Students will be introduced to the school's uniform expectations through classroom discussions at the beginning of
each school year, reminders during assemblies, and visual displays around the school (see Appendix A). Staff will consistently
reinforce expectations and acknowledge students who demonstrate pride in wearing the school uniform.

Parents and Carers: Families will be informed of the school's uniform expectations through the school website, enrolment
information, the Balmain Public School Uniform Shop website, newsletters, school communication platforms and the Visual
Uniform Guide (Appendix A). School staff are also available to provide clarification and support where required.

Staff: All staff are expected to be familiar with the Balmain Public School Uniform Policy and to apply it consistently, respectfully
and fairly. Staff will model professional communication when discussing uniform matters, support students and families in
understanding the purpose of the policy, and seek guidance from the school executive where necessary.

Responding to Non-Compliance

Where a student is not wearing the approved uniform, staff will respond in a respectful, supportive and consistent manner.
Responses may include:

1. A friendly reminder
o Staff will remind the student of the school's expectations in a respectful and age-appropriate manner.
2. Seeking to understand
o  Staff will consider whether there is a genuine reason for the non-compliance, such as illness, financial hardship,
cultural considerations or other individual circumstances.
3. Communication with parents or carers
o Where concerns are ongoing, the class teacher or a member of the executive team may contact parents or carers
to discuss the matter and provide clarification or support.
4. Providing support
o  Where appropriate, the school may assist families experiencing financial hardship through available support
options.
5. Ongoing concerns
o Repeated non-compliance with uniform expectations without a reasonable explanation will be addressed through
respectful conversations with the student and family, with the aim of achieving a positive resolution.

Positive Reinforcement

Balmain Public School believes that recognising positive choices is the most effective way to promote high
expectations.

Staff will regularly acknowledge students who demonstrate pride in their appearance by wearing the school uniform
correctly and contributing positively to the culture and identity of the school.
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