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Last Friday was World Teachers Day.  We celebrated a little early at ACS with a  
beautiful surprise morning tea on Tuesday organised by students and SASS staff. 

Thank you teachers for everything you do.  What a special team we have. 
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From the Principal... 
Dear Families, 

This term our secondary students have started their HPGE groups.  These groups are designed 
to allow students to explore learning areas that are slightly outside the classroom and provide 
them with the chance to focus on building their skills and knowledge in a targeted area.  The 
three areas that have been selected for Term 4 are fitness, coding, and dance.  Miss Chen took 
the coding group to Wagga Wagga last week to experience a virtual world.  School covered the 
cost of this trip as part of their learning journey, and the feedback was positive all around. 

HPGE stands for High Performance Gifted Education and through this stream in learning 
students will be given opportunities to persevere, challenge themselves, and work towards a 
common goal with a variety of different people in an area supported through sports, the arts, and 
STEM.  We will continue to explore different ways that we can enhance learning opportunities for 
all our students as we move into 2026. 

We have been very lucky to welcome Laura Kitto to the school as she completed her placement 
with Miss Chen in Secondary Mathematics.  As a local member of the community she has 
supported the learning of all her students with amazing grace and demonstrated all the things we 
cherish in teachers in the public system.  We wish her well as she completes her qualifications 
and hope to see her back here in front of our students in the not-too-distant future. 

Mrs Lord and I are headed to Orange next week to participate in three days of rigorous 
professional learning as part of the Rock and Water Program.  We then head to Sydney in 
Week 7 where we are presenting on all the amazing things that have happened in ACS in 
supporting students explore career options in the rural and remote area that we all live in and 
love.  I would like to publicly thank Mrs Lord for the countless hours she has committed to career 
exploration for our students.  Her passion for the students at ACS is something to be proud of. 

School Upgrades 

We are in the process of having our lights upgraded in the school through the assets team as 
well as upgrades of some of our timber buildings.  School is funding an upgrade to other areas 
including the wet weather shed in K-6.  This space will be transformed into an outdoor learning 
area for Primary and allow them to have a place to leave half finished projects.  Primary students 
are planning the murals to be painted on the walls as part of their Visual Arts lesson, and we 
have asked some of our school leaders to support them as their make their ideas a reality. 

I have spoken with several secondary students about the next spaces to update and I know that 
Mr Osborne is going to be very busy getting the undercoats done, ready for painting to occur over 
this term and through into the new year. 

We are in the planning stages of looking at how we can have the irrigation upgraded in the school 
agricultural area and all the external fences replaced.  These items are completed through 
assets, and I am waiting for approval to move ahead with these big ticket items. 

Kinder 2026 

On Monday morning it was great to see our newest members of school already participating with 
all the other K-6 students in the morning fitness and social skills program, Play is the Way.  
Without prompting, older students supported our new students as they began to learn the skills 
needed to jump rope.  Kinder 2026 then moved into the classroom and joined in with Year 1 in 
morning routines.  If you know of someone who should be starting school and has not yet 
enrolled, please let us know and we will reach out.  Also, if your child is coming to school next 
year, don’t forget to bring them along to transition.  There are four weeks of transition left with the 
17th and 24th being full days of learning. 
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Wellbeing and Mental Health 

As we move towards the end of the year it is a good time to remember the importance of taking 
care of our mental health and wellbeing.  Through classes students are learning about resilience 
and taking responsibility for their actions.  We know that as a community we face the extra 
challenge of having limited access to support services and as a school we are working tirelessly 
to find different ways to support the community. 

There are some families who we have reached out to, and others we will be reaching out to in the 
coming weeks, as we work together to find ways to support all students in school.  Thank you to 
all the families who maintain connections with school.  We cannot be part of the solutions if we do 
not have a strong working relationship.  Please let us know if you would like letters from school 
with our observations in supporting you to seek additional help. 

Attendance 

Below is a snapshot of our attendance as a school.  The area I would like to investigate is the fact 
that we currently have less than 50% of students who are attending more than nine days in a 
fortnight.  This is something that we are wanting to try and work out the ‘why’.  We know there are 
lots of different reasons and we will be digging a bit deeper to help plan for 2026 and plan better 
support for your families. 

~ Mrs Taylor 
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ACS have entered the Litterarty Competition.  We have to make Marine Creatures from ‘Litter’: 

|  Ring pulls | Egg cartons | Used bubble wrap | String/wool/netting off veges/fruit  |  
| Plastic/foam cups/paper cups | Cardboard rolls from glad wrap/foil/baking paper | 

| Corks | Plastic straws | Plastic lids—any size 

If you have any to spare, please drop it in to school—please don’t buy anything specially for us! 

With thanks, 

~ Ms Crosswell, Art Teacher 



On Wednesday the 5th of November, primary school students from ACS went to Lake 
Cowal Conservation Centre.  Students spent time exploring the edges of the massive 
lake and learning about the vegetation and wildlife that surround this seasonal 
wetland.  Our activities included a guided bushwalk spent searching for footprints and 
other signs of wildlife, bird spotting and identifying, modelling creative insects from 
clay, and catching and observing tiny water creatures under the microscope. 

Some highlights included the close up sighting of a wallaby, the discovery of some 
massive pelican feathers, and the sighting of the nesting whistling kite, the area’s 
largest bird of prey. 

Thanks must go to Mrs Minchin for organising the trip and to Sally Russell from the 
LCCC for running the day, everyone enjoyed their trip immensely. ~ Mr Thornton 
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Eli, Cailin, Autumn and I went to a VR escape room in Wagga.  It 
was cyberpunk themed and Eli did most of the work (lol).  There was 
a lot of climbing and coding involved.  There was a giant white 
glowing tree where we all got lost.  It was very fun and entertaining.  
My favourite thing was the climbing and the glowing tree 

- Charlie 

 

It was enjoyable 
=) 

- Autumn 

First, we came to school and hopped on the bus.  It was me and Charles, Cailin, and 
Autumn, plus Ms Chen.  We started to head to Wagga to get ready for our VR experience.  
It took a while, but we amused ourselves by making jokes and having fun. 

We got there and we had a little snack before playing some VR.  We walked there and it’s 
a bookstore, but it had a secret room for the VR.  It was behind a bookcase, so we walked 
in, and we got ready.  Most of us were ready but it didn’t work for others so we had to 
restart a couple of times.  Then it worked so we started to play the game.  It was 
cyberpunk themed and it is my favourite theme, of course. 

We start and we had to go through a door, but we had to find out how to open it.  Of 
course, it didn’t take too long, and we had some powers to help us, so we used them, and 
we were able to get past some, but we got stuck. 

So we looked everywhere but we found the button to get out and it was obvious.  We got 
past more and harder challenges, but I did most of the work and helped everyone reach 
the end.  It was very hard, but we were able to do it.  So we finished and headed home just 
in time.  We started to write for our last lesson, and then we headed home with heads 
hurting after all that hard work 

We’d like to thank Mrs Taylor and Ms Chen for making this possible and letting us have a 
fun day. 
 

- Eli 
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Year 7 and 8 have been cooking up a storm in the kitchen with Mrs Speirs. 

We are following the FEAST program (Food Education and Sustainability Training) run by Oz 

Harvest.  With fun and interactive cooking activities, FEAST allows school kids to understand the 

role food plays in our everyday lives and how to stop good food going to waste. 

So far we have made: 

• Spaghetti Bolognaise; 

• Fast Veggie Fritters (plus optional bacon); 

• Spanish Pan Omelette (plus optional bacon and cheese); and 

• Taco Salad. 

I have included the recipes so everyone can cook them at home.  Enjoy! 

~ Mrs Speirs 
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Attention Community Advertisers: If you do not wish 
your articles/advertisements or name, phone number, etc  
to be published on the school website please contact the  
school by telephone or email. 

THE KELPIE’S BARK 

COMMUNITY NEWS   6-19 November 2025 

It’s Easy to Get Organised, Call us today! 



 

 

 



 
6 November Logged Out free webinar, online at 7:30pm 

8 November Riverina Development Academy Netball program, Barellan Sportsground. 9:30am 

   Riverina Development Academy AFL program, Barellan Sportsground. 9:30am 

11 November Remembrance Day Service and ANZAC Statue unveiling, 
   Ariah Street, Ardlethan, 10:30am 

   CWA Monthly Meeting, 12:30pm in the CWA Rooms 

14 November Hospital Auxiliary Christmas Stocking Raffle tickets on sale in the Main Street 

   RRL Mobile Library in Ardlethan 9:00am—12:45pm 

19 November 2025 World Festival of Magic, Charles Sturt University, North Wagga Wagga, 6pm 

27 November West Wyalong Community Transport Bus to Wagga 

28 November Hospital Auxiliary Christmas Stocking Raffle tickets on sale in the Main Street 

   RRL Mobile Library in Ardlethan 9:00am—12:45pm 

29 November CWA Handicraft Day, 2-5pm in the CWA Rooms, $2 per attendee 

What’s Happening—November 2025 

 

Please forward advertisements/articles for the Ardlethan Central School Newsletter  
and the Kelpie’s Bark to: ardlethan-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au Please type 
Newsletter Article in Subject Line. Closing time for advertisements/articles is 
3pm Monday. Remaining Term 4 closing dates are 17 November, and 1 & 15 
December 2025. Late articles will go in the following newsletter if still relevant. 

 

Do you want to receive these Newsletters by Email?  

If you do, send an email to the school at:  ardlethan-c.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

with your email address and it will be emailed to you every fortnight 

 


