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PRINCIPAL'S ADDRESS

All students in Stage 5 will study the required mandatory courses but students will
also have the opportunity to choose three elective subjects in Year 9. This booklet
is designed to help you select your electives.

Students should choose according to:

1. Ability- subjects you are good at doing

2. Interest- subjects you are really interested in trying
3. Motivation- subjects you really want to learn.

It is very important that students select their electives carefully and not base
them on what their friends might be doing or because someone tells them they
should do it or because they think a particular teacher will be teaching it. Electives
should be chosen because the student believes it is a course they will enjoy.

The aim is to give students a broad general education and make learning fun
while expanding their interests and skills through a range of learning experiences

Head Teachers, teachers, as well as the Year 8 Adviser, Careers Adviser and Deputy Principal, will be happy to talk to
students about choices. Students are also urged to talk to their parents/carers and senior students to ensure their
decision is the right one for them.

| wish all Year 8 about to start Stage 5 studies, the very best for your learning in Stage 5.

Debra Lade
Principal

RECORD OF SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT (RoSA)

The Record of School Achievement (RoSA) is an important credential issued by the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA)
for students who leave school before completing the Higher School Certificate (HSC). This could be at the end of Year 10 or up
to the end of Year 12.

The RoSA provides a comprehensive record of students' academic achievements up to their departure from school. It includes
completed courses and grades from Year 10 and Year 11, as well as Year 12 results for those not eligible for the HSC.
Additionally, it notes any incomplete Year 11 or Year 12 courses and the date the student left school.

For students who leave school before obtaining their HSC, the RoSA is a valuable document to present to potential employers
or educational institutions for further learning opportunities. It's important to note that all Year 12 students in NSW must
meet a minimum standard in literacy and numeracy to receive their HSC. However, students not meeting this standard may
still qualify for the RoSA, provided they meet other eligibility criteria.

If a student meets the minimum standards and becomes eligible for the HSC within five years, they will receive a Higher School
Certificate testamur, and their results will be updated on their RoSA.

While the RoSA is specifically for school leavers, all Year 11 and 12 students can access and print a Student eRecord through
their NESA Students Online account. This eRecord contains the same information as the RoSA, although it is not a formal
credential. Schools can also generate an eRecord to ensure students' course information is accurately recorded, which can be
used as an interim report until the official RoSA isissued.



MINIMUM STANDARDS REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD OF -

HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE (HSC)

Students in NSW are required to demonstrate a minimum standard of literacy and numeracy to receive their Higher
School Certificate (HSC).
The HSC minimum standard online tests are each 45 minutes long, and include:

° a multiple-choice test for reading,
° a multiple-choice test for numeracy; and
° a test for writing (around 500 words) based on a written or visual prompt.

These tests are based around the Australian Core Skills Framework and the minimum standard is set at level 3. This

means that students who demonstrate the standard have the basic functional skills used in everyday life, for work and
further study.

Students have two opportunities each year to sit these online tests, from Year 10 until Year 12. These tests will be
started in Year 10 so that students have achieved the minimum standard prior to entering senior studies.Students will
also be able to complete the tests for up to five years after starting HSC. There are practice tests available to complete
at school and demonstration questions online on the NSW Education Standards Authority website:
http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/hsc-minimum-standard

Students will do the minimum standards tests in Year 10 during scheduled class times. Students who do not fulfil the
requirements in Year 10 will be given opportunities to sit these tests at alternative organised times.

Students in Year 10 MUST complete the NESA “All My OWN WORK” mandatory program that addresses Academic
Integrity and Malpractice before progressing to Stage 6, this will be done at school in Year 10.


http://educationstandards.nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/hsc/hsc-minimum-standard

USING THIS BOOKLET AND MAKING CHOICES

What to do next...

. Read the APCS Course Information Book. Issued to students/parents
and prior to the parent information evening Tuesday June 16" Term 2
Week 9. It will also be available on the website.

e There will be a subject selection evening on Tuesday June 23 (Week 10) to
discuss your options with your teachers and year adviser.

. Yﬁu_will have from Tuesday July 21 until Monday August 3 to submit your elective
choices.

e Askquestions of teachers, Head Teachers, and older students to get a clear picture of
what is involved in the electives.

SUBMISSION OF CHOICES will be done ONLINE, and you MUST submit your signed
form to your year adviser or Deputy by the due date.

. If there is any difficulty submitting your elective choices, please see your Year
Adviser/Deputy during school hours between: Tuesday July 21st (Term 3
Week 1) and Monday August 3rd (Term 3 Week 3)

. NOTE: Parent Teacher information evening is Tuesday June 16 (Term 2 week 9) and
subject selection evening is June 23 when you can discuss these choices with Head
Teachers/teachers.

. Aclcess to Electronic submission will be live on APCS website Term 3 Day 1 Tuesday
July 21.



SAMPLE SNAPSHOTS of EDVAL ONLINE




STAGE 5
MANDATORY COURSES

e ENGLISH

o GEOGRAPHY
e HISTORY

e MATHEMATICS
o PDHPE

e SCIENCE



Subject Name/Faculty: ENGLISH 2027

CONTACT TEACHER: MS. A. GRAY

COURSE INFORMATION: MANDATORY YEAR 9 and YEAR 10
What types of things will we do in English?

The aim of English in Years 9-10 is to enable students to understand and use language effectively. Students learn
to appreciate, reflect on and enjoy language, and make meaning in ways that are imaginative, creative,
interpretive, critical and powerful.

English in Years 9—10 builds on the foundational skills developed in the earlier high school years to support the
growing knowledge, understanding and skills in the areas of reading, viewing and listening to texts, understanding
and responding to texts and expressing ideas and composing text.

To continue to develop these skills, students will undertake essential content, and work towards course outcomes,
by engaging meaningfully with a range of texts. Their teachers will select texts based on their understanding of what
students need to learn at particular points in time. A well-chosen text enables students to study features within and
between texts that can enhance their knowledge, understanding and experience of how texts represent the world.
Texts will be selected that either support or extend students’ reading.

Students will engage with literature from Australia, including the rich voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Peoples, and from across the world. These texts communicate in distinctive ways and are shaped by lived
experiences, knowledge, cultures, and connections. By exploring historic and contemporary texts, representative
of a range of cultural and social perspectives, students will broaden their experiences and become empowered to
express their identities, personal values and ethics.

Therefore, through these interrelated practices and experiences in understanding and creating texts, students learn
about the power, purpose, value and art of English. The development of these interconnected skills and
understandings supports students to become confident communicators, critical and imaginative thinkers, and
informed and active participants in our society.

OTHER INFORMATION

NIL




Subject Name/Faculty: GEOGRAPHY YEAR 9 /HSIE 2027

CONTACT TEACHER: Ms K.Padovan
COURSE INFORMATION: MANDATORY YEAR 9

What types of things will we do in Geography lessons?

In Year 9, students will study:
e Biomes and sustainable agriculture

Students develop an understanding of the characteristics and global distribution of biomes located in tropical,
temperate and polar regions. They learn how biome productivity of forests, grasslands and deserts is influenced by
climate and vegetation and the challenges of water scarcity and changes in climate that impact on the biome’s
potential to produce food. Students examine food security challenges and explain sustainable practices such as
conservation agriculture and water management to help improve global food security. Students gain an
understanding of how Aboriginal Peoples’ Knowledges and collaborative Practices can inform sustainable food
systems for the future.

e Changing Places

Students examine the movement of people around the world and how migration changes the nature and
characteristics of places. Students develop an understanding of the reasons for, factors that influence and impacts of
international migration and migration within Australia. Students learn about the causes and consequences of
urbanisation, and the differences in the spatial distribution of urban settlement patterns and examine viewpoints on
the management of population change and the challenges and opportunities of living in urban, rural and remote
places. Students assess different approaches to management and explain how urban places can be managed
sustainably.

e Environmental Change and Management

Students develop an understanding of the role and importance of environments and the benefits of ecosystem
services. They learn about biophysical processes, human-induced environmental change and the consequences of
these changes in a range of environments. Students assess different approaches to management including different
perspectives and how Aboriginal Peoples support environmental management. They investigate cool temperate
rainforests and conduct a comparative study of a similar environment. Students explain the causes, extent and
consequences of environmental change as part of the comparative environmental study.

e Human Wellbeing

Students develop an understanding of the nature of human wellbeing and the characteristics and spatial patterns of
development. They learn about methods used to measure wellbeing and development such as the Human
Development Index (HDI) and analyse the causes and consequences of spatial variations in human wellbeing and will
investigate how location impacts on human wellbeing and initiatives to improve wellbeing. They analyse the role of
Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations in enhancing wellbeing for Aboriginal Peoples.

OTHER INFORMATION

NIL




Subject Name/Faculty: HISTORY YEAR 10 /HSIE 2027

CONTACT TEACHER: MS. K.Padovan
COURSE INFORMATION: MANDATORY YEAR 10

What types of things will we do in History lessons?

History develops in students an interest in and enjoyment of exploring the past. A study of History provides
opportunities for students to develop historical knowledge through a critical understanding of themselves and
others in the continuum of human experience. Opportunities to foster historical thinking by cultivating historical
inquiry skills and encouraging participation in society as active, informed and responsible citizens are a feature
throughout the History Syllabus.

1. Historical context 4 (core): The making of the modern world (1750—c. 1945)

o Movement of Peoples
This study will explore the technological innovations that led to the Industrial Revolution and other conditions
that
influenced the industrialisation of Britain including the agricultural revolution, access to raw materials, wealthy
middleclass, cheap labour, transport system and expanding empire.

e Depth study (core) — Australia: making a nation — from Federation to WWI (1889 — c. 1919)
Students continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of the making of the modern world in relation
to Australia from the time of Federation until the end of the First World War. They learn about the background
and origins of the development of democracy and Federation in Australia, and the challenges that the outbreak
of WWI presented to democratic processes. They are guided to develop an understanding of the features of the
Constitution, and workers’, migrants’ and women’s rights during this period. Students analyse the Australian
response to WWI including civic action and humanitarian responses, federal election campaigns and voting
rights, the debates around the war effort and how the conscription debate divided the nation and demonstrated
democracy in action. Students draw conclusions on the impact and legacies of Federation and WWI on different
groups and explain the nature, commemoration and perspectives of the Anzac legend.

e Depth study (core): Australia at war — WWII (1939 — c. 1945)
Students continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of the making of the modern world in relation
to Australia and experiences of the Second World War. They learn about and explain the short-term and long-
term causes of WWII as well as the reasons for Australia’s involvement in the war. They develop an
understanding of the reasons for enlistment and the experiences of war, the places where Australians fought
and the threats to the Australian mainland. They consider the effects of the war on the home front and
contributions to the war effort. Students learn about the experiences of prisoners of war and the experiences of
Jewish people and other victims of the Holocaust. Students explain the impact and legacies of WWII including
the Nuremberg trials and the creation of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of
Genocide (Genocide Convention) 1948.

2. Historical context 5 (core): The modern world
e Depth study (core): Human rights and freedoms (c. 1938 —c. 2017)

Students learn about and analyse the background and origins of the struggle for human rights and freedoms of
Aboriginal Peoples before 1965 and the influence of the US Civil Rights movement on Australia. They develop an
understanding of the role of government policies on the Stolen Generations, the 1965 Freedom Rides and 1967
Referendum as a catalyst for change, and the significance of the land rights movement for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Peoples. Students learn about the rights and freedoms of a group in Australia or globally. Students
are guided to explain the impact and legacies of inequality on the lives of Aboriginal Peoples, the importance of
reclaiming Languages, Cultures and identities by Aboriginal Peoples, and the purpose and influence of human
rights conventions.

OTHER INFORMATION

NIL




Subject Name/Faculty: MATHEMATICS 2027

CONTACT TEACHER: MR. A. SUYASA
COURSE INFORMATION: MANDATORY YEAR 9 and YEAR 10

What types of things will we do in Mathematics lessons?

All students will study the same basic course and will achieve all core elements of the Stage 5 Syllabus, and some
students will also achieve some or all the Pathways.

The course is not a separate course for Years 9 and 10 but follows a continuum from the Stage 4 concepts.
Completing all Core elements and some Pathways will place students with a readiness for Mathematics Standard
in Year 11. Completing additional Pathways will prepare students for the Mathematics Advanced course in Year 11
and completing all the Pathways to a high standard will prepare students for Mathematics Extension 1 in Year 11.

Students will be placed in classes according to the outcomes they have achieved by the end of Year 8, that is, how
far along the continuum they have progressed.

Students will demonstrate knowledge, skills and understanding through one process strand, Working
Mathematically, and three content strands:

o Number and Algebra
. Measurement and Geometry
o Statistics and Probability

Along with the outcomes relating to knowledge, skills and understanding, students are expected to:

o Appreciate mathematics as an essential and relevant part of life, recognising that its cross-cultural
development has been largely in response to human needs.

o Demonstrate interest, enjoyment and confidence in the pursuit and application of mathematical
knowledge, skills and understanding to solve everyday problems.

o Develop and demonstrate perseverance in undertaking mathematical challenges.

OTHER INFORMATION.




Subject Name: PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT, HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

2027
CONTACT TEACHER: MS. A. BAKER

COURSE INFORMATION: MANDATORY YEAR 9 and YEAR 10

What types of things will we do in PDHPE lessons?

The organisation of outcomes and content for PDHPE highlights the following focus areas:
e  Movement skills and strategies
e Health and wellbeing through physical activity
e Safe, active and healthy lifestyle choices
e Respectful relationships

e |dentity, belonging and change

The PDHPE course aims to support students in becoming confident, active and informed individuals by developing their
movement skills, physical activity participation and overall wellbeing. Through engaging in a wide range of physical activities,
students build confidence, competence and an understanding of movement, while also learning to work collaboratively and
manage themselves effectively.

The syllabus also focuses on helping students develop respectful relationships, explore personal identity and build personal
strengths, alongside equipping them with practical skills to navigate challenges such as change, safety, consent and wellbeing
in both online and offline environments.

Ultimately, the course empowers students to make positive, informed decisions and take responsibility for their own health,
safety and active participation, as well as contribute positively to the wellbeing of others and their communities.

OTHER INFORMATION

10




Subject Name/Faculty: SCIENCE

CONTACT TEACHER: MS. G.Stubbs/ Ms.N.Vrachnas
COURSE INFORMATION: MANDATORY YEAR 9 and YEAR 10
What types of things will we do in Science lessons?

Through the study of Stage 5 Science in Years 9 and 10, students develop their scientific understanding of the world and the
way that scientists work. They will develop knowledge and understanding of:

The structure of the atom

The formation of compounds and the concept of a chemical reaction
The fossil record and the theory of evolution and natural selection

Coordination systems and reproductive systemsin humans

The structure and role of DNA
The Big Bang theory and the components of the universe

Plate tectonics

Ecosystems

Newton’s laws of motion

Different forms of energy including light energy, electrical energy and nuclear energy

Students will also develop skills in working scientifically through:

° Planning and conducting investigations

° Gathering and processing information from a range of sources including the internet, DVDs and textbooks

° Communicating scientific information and understanding using a variety of methods including appropriate text
types, models, diagrams, graphs, flow charts, spreadsheets and databases

° Developing scientific thinking and problem-solving techniques

° Working individually and in teams

OTHER INFORMATION

11



ELECTIVE CHOICES

CHOOSE THREE ELECTIVES IN YEAR 9 AND TWO RESERVES

ELECTIVE COURSES

e ABORIGINAL STUDIES

e CHILD STUDIES

e CHINESE

o COMMERCE

e COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

e DESIGN INNOVATION TECHNOLOGY
¢ DRAMA

e ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

e FOOD TECHNOLOGY

e GEOGRAPHY ELECTIVE

e HISTORY ELECTIVE

e INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY (TIMBER)
e INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

e MUSIC

o PHOTOGRAPHY AND DIGITAL MEDIA
o PHYSICAL ACTIVITY AND SPORTS STUDIES (PASS)
e VISUAL ARTS

e VISUAL DESIGN




Subject Name/Faculty: ABORIGINAL STUDIES /HSIE 2027

CONTACT TEACHER: Ms K.Padovan
COURSE INFORMATION: Stage 5 Elective 200 hours

What types of things will we do in Aboriginal Studies lessons?

Students learn about the diversity of Aboriginal Peoples, and the importance of Country/Place,
Community and spirituality to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. They are supported in their
learning of historical and contemporary experiences of Aboriginal Peoples, the importance of self-
determination and autonomy, ethical research skills, Community consultation and Indigenous Cultural
and Intellectual Property (ICIP) protocols Students develop an understanding and respect for the
Knowledges and Practices of Aboriginal Peoples as the oldest living, continuous Cultures in the world.
They develop respectful, inclusive and reciprocal relationships with Aboriginal Peoples and
Communities through ethical research and Community engagement Practices. Students develop values
and attributes based on empathy and understanding supporting them to become active and informed
advocates for a just and inclusive world.

Focus areas — core Teacher Determined Options
e Aboriginal identities e Aboriginal Peoples and the visual arts
e Aboriginal self-determination and e Aboriginal Peoples and the performing arts
autonomy. e Aboriginal Peoples and the media
e Aboriginal enterprises and e Aboriginal Peoples interaction with legal and
organisations political systems
e Aboriginal Peoples and oral and e Aboriginal Peoples and film and television
written expression. e Aboriginal Peoples and technologies
e Aboriginal Peoples and sport
e School-developed option.

OTHER INFORMATION

This course is ideal for students who:
e areinterested in Aboriginal histories, cultures, and perspectives in Australia

e are curious about issues of justice, equity, and human rights in society
e enjoy critical thinking and investigating real-world social and historical issues

e want to understand the continuity and resilience of Aboriginal cultures over time

13



Subject Name/Faculty Child Studies /PDHPE 2027

CONTACT TEACHER(S): Ms A.Baker
COURSE INFORMATION
What types of things will we do in lessons?
The Child Studies Syllabus aims to help students develop a comprehensive understanding of children’s growth,
development and wellbeing from birth to 12 years. Students learn about the key factors that influence children’s
health, safety and development, including the importance of early childhood, play, learning and supportive care
environments. The course also explores the diverse needs of children and the role of families, communities, services
and government agencies in supporting and protecting them. Students gain an appreciation of cultural influences on
development, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ histories and cultures, as well as children’s
rights and their participation in decision-making. Through this learning, students build important skills in research,
communication, decision-making and problem-solving, preparing them to understand and support the wellbeing of
children in a variety of contexts.
Students are required to undertake:

e all 4 core focus areas

e atleast 2 options to meet the 200-hour requirement

e 2 depth studies.
Core focus areas:

e Growth, development and care

e Promoting growth and development

e Health and safety of children

e Play and learning
Optional focus areas:

e Birthto5 years

e Early childhood education and care

e The mental health and wellbeing of children

e Children globally

e School-developed option
What is a depth study:
Students are required to undertake a depth study. This involves students drawing on content studied in class to
consolidate, deepen or apply their knowledge and understanding of one or more focus areas. Depth studies may be
completed individually or collaboratively.
The recommended class time to complete a depth study is 8 to 10 hours.
A Child Studies depth study may include:

e practical inquiries

e secondary-source investigations

e presentations, research assignments or fieldwork reports.
OTHER INFORMATION

—T

e

VTS

The Child Studies course provides an excellent foundation for those students interested in gaining professional
careers in the early childhood education sector and equips them with highly valued employability skills. This course
is suitable for students interested in child care work, preschool teaching, and primary school teaching.

14



Subject Name/Faculty: CHINESE /LOTE 2027

CONTACT TEACHER(S): MS. S. CAIl
COURSE INFORMATION:

What types of things will we do in Chinese lessons?
Students learn about topics related to their daily living, using Chinese pinyins and characters. In
addition, students will further develop their understanding of Chinese culture. Students will also be
invited to join the following activities:

e Chinese Eisteddfod

¢ “Hanyu Qiao” — Chinese Bridge Annual Competition

e HSK public examinations

e Cultural activities such as calligraphy, cooking and Chinese painting etc.

e Excursions (including overseas excursions if possible)

e Participation in voluntary work in the local Chinese community (organised by the
teacher) Examples of topics in Stage 5 are:

e Myself and my family

e Leisure activities and hobbies

e My school and study

¢ Dailyliving: shopping, eating out, travelling, holidays etc

e Education and future career
COURSE DETAILS. What types of tasks will be set?

Year 9 Year 10

The Chinese courses in Stage 5 allow In Year 10, Students expand on topics related to their
students to further develop their language daily living and the social world, using mainly Chinese
skills and to apply the language in wider characters. In addition, students will further explore
authentic social situations. Eligible students the key features of Chinese culture and develop their
should have completed the 100 hours of language skills in order to communicate in Chinese
study in Chinese or in one of the languages confidently in authentic situations.

offered in Year 8 and are keen to study

Chinese.

Students who know Chinese due to their
family background or heritage are also
eligible to do the course and they will be using
different textbooks and resources for their

lessons.
INFORMATION

“Easy Steps to Chinese” Book 1 & 2 will be used for Year 9 & Year 10. Online program

for Chinese such as Education Perfect will be subscribed.

Students need to purchase their own “Easy Steps to Chinese” workbooks.
The cost of each workbook is about $50.00.

15



Subject Name/Faculty: COMMERCE/HSIE 2027

CONTACT TEACHER: Ms K.Padovan/ Mr. A. Johnson
COURSE INFORMATION: Stage 5 Elective 200 hours

What types of things will we do in lessons?

Students learn about consumer, financial, economic, business, legal, political and work concepts and
issues. They are provided with the opportunity to develop their research, communication, decision-
making and problem-solving skills. Students develop an understanding of the role of government and
the law and are equipped to make well-informed decisions in their personal and professional lives as
members of a democratic society. Students develop an understanding of the relationship between
consumers, businesses and governments in the economy, investigating how these interactions impact
the wellbeing of individuals and communities. They develop knowledge of civics and skills for
citizenship, and recognise the importance of being an informed, responsible and active citizen. Students
develop values and attitudes that promote ethical behaviour, social responsibility and a commitment
to contributing to a more just and equitable society.

What will students learn about?

Core Topics Teacher selected Options
e The consumer and financial e Our economy
environment e Running a business
¢ The economic environment e Promoting and selling
¢ The business environment e Investing
¢ The legal and political environment e Political and community involvement
e The work environment

OTHER INFORMATION

Students form investment teams to develop a portfolio for the ASX Schools Sharemarket Game.

Students use Playconomics for tutorials and to extend their knowledge in a simulated economic game
run from The University of New South Wales.

PLAYCONOMICS
PRINCIPLES OF MICROECONOMICS

2

-‘:4 "

16



Subject Name/Faculty: COMPUTING TECHNOLOGY (TAS) 2027
CONTACT TEACHER(S): Mr. L. Viegas

COURSE INFORMATION

What types of things will we do in Computing Technology lessons?

Course Description

Computing Technology is a practical subject that develops students’ skills in designing, building, and
evaluating digital solutions. Through a focus on computational thinking, systems thinking, and design
thinking, students explore how technology can be applied to solve real problems in a range of everyday
and professional contexts. The course prepares students to be confident, creative, and responsible users
and creators of digital technologies.

What will students learn about?

e Programming and Coding — developing and applying code to create functional digital solutions
across a range of contexts.

o Data and Networks — understanding how data is stored, transmitted, and secured across systems
and networks.

o User Experience and Design — designing digital products that are intuitive, functional, and meet
the needs of the intended user.

e Cybersecurity and Digital Ethics — investigating the social, ethical, and legal responsibilities of
creating and working with data and digital systems.

 Emerging Technologies — exploring innovations such as artificial intelligence, virtual and
augmented reality, and the Internet of Things.

[ )

What will students do?

¢ Design, develop, and test digital solutions including apps, websites, games, or automated systems.

e Write and debug code using appropriate programming languages and development environments.

e Build and connect hardware systems including microcontrollers and sensors to solve real-world
problems.

e Analyse and represent data using appropriate software tools and visualisation techniques.

e Investigate the real-world impact of computing technologies on individuals, communities, and the
environment.

OTHER INFORMATION
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Subject Name/Faculty: DESIGN INNOVATION TECHNOLOGY (TAS) 2027
CONTACT TEACHER(S):  Mr. L. Viegas

COURSE INFORMATION

What types of things will we do in Design Innovation Technology lessons?

Course Description

Previously run as Graphics Technology, Design Innovation Technology is a new course that focuses on
practical prototyping and creativity where students develop skills in design thinking, innovation, and the
application of technology to solve real-world problems. Students investigate how designed products,
systems, and environments respond to human needs, and apply design processes from initial concept
through to final solution. The course builds creativity, critical thinking, and the confidence to make
informed decisions when designing and producing. This is an excellent course to take to prepare for Year
11 and 12 Design and Technology.

What will students learn about?
e Design and Innovation — exploring how design thinking drives creative solutions and how
innovation shapes products, systems, and environments.

¢ Applying Design Processes — using structured design methodologies to investigate, develop, test,
and refine solutions.

o Applications of Technology — selecting and applying appropriate technologies to meet design
needs across a range of contexts.

¢ Sustainability and Social Responsibility — considering the ethical, environmental, and social impact
of design decisions.

e Work through design processes to develop creative solutions to real-world design problems.

e Use manual drawing techniques and digital tools, including CAD software, to communicate and
develop ideas.

e Build models, mock-ups, or prototypes to test and demonstrate design solutions.

e Evaluate and refine their work using feedback, testing outcomes, and self-assessment.

e Document their design process in a portfolio that captures ideas, decisions, and reflections
throughout the project.

OTHER INFORMATION including special requirements; course costs OR IMAGE
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Subject Name/Faculty: DRAMA /CAPA 2027

CONTACT TEACHER: MR. T.MILES
COURSE INFORMATION:

What types of things will we do in Drama lessons?

What is this subject about?

Drama involves developing the skills of acting and staging performances. Drama enables students to
develop knowledge, understanding and skills individually and collaboratively to make, perform and
appreciate dramatic and theatrical works. Students take on roles as a means of exploring both familiar
and unfamiliar aspects of their world while exploring the ways people react and respond to different
situations, issues and ideas. The Drama elective consists of three key areas of study: making, performing
and appreciating.

Students will learn about a range of acting techniques and drama styles. Topics will include: Play-building;
Theatre sports and physical theatre; Improvisation; Mime; Working with scripts; Dramatic and comedic
styles and techniques; Elements of drama; Roles in theatre; Visual impact of design (costumes and
sets);Production elements (lighting, sound and staging); Importance of the audience in performance

Students will make and perform dramatic and theatrical works. This will be done both individually and in
groups. They will act using scripted and unscripted material. Learn to reflect and analyse their work, and
that of their peers. Students will engage in viewing theatrical performances to evaluate how drama and
theatre enriches society.

What is expected of me?

o Have a positive attitude and give things a go
. Participate in lesson activities

o Work collaboratively with others

o Read and memorise scripts

° Attend excursions/incursions

o Provide constructive feedback to your peers
o Present performances

OTHER INFORMATION
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Subject Name/Faculty: ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY (TAS) 2027
CONTACT TEACHER(S): Mr. L. Viegas

COURSE INFORMATION

What types of things will we do in Engineering Technology lessons?

Course Description

Engineering Technology develops students’ ability to create practical solutions by applying engineering
principles, scientific knowledge, and mathematical concepts. Through hands-on projects, students explore
a range of engineering disciplines and develop skills in planning, constructing, testing, and evaluating
engineered products and systems. The course builds an awareness of how engineering shapes society and
prepares students for a range of future study and industry pathways.

What will students learn about?

¢ Engineering Principles — understanding forces, structures, mechanisms, materials, and mechanical
systems and how they are applied in engineering.

¢ Engineering Processes — planning, developing, testing, and evaluating engineered solutions to real-
world design problems.

¢ Materials Science — exploring the properties of materials and selecting appropriate materials for
specific engineering applications.

o Safety and Responsibility — applying workplace health and safety principles and considering the
social and environmental impact of engineering decisions.

o Emerging Technologies — investigating current and developing technologies that are shaping
engineering and manufacturing industries.

e Design, build, and test engineered products and systems in response to a problem or brief.

e Use technical drawing and project documentation to communicate and plan
engineering solutions.

e Apply knowledge of forces, materials, and structures through hands-on investigation and
construction.

e Use CAD software and fabrication equipment to design and manufacture components.

e Evaluate engineered solutions against design criteria, identify improvements, and document the
engineering process.

e Maintain a project folio that records design decisions, test results, and reflections throughout the
project.

OTHER INFORMATION
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Subject Name/Faculty FOOD TECHNOLOGY (TAS) 2027

CONTACT TEACHER(S): Mr. L. Viegas

COURSE INFORMATION
What types of things will we do in Food Technology lessons?

Course Description

The study of Food Technology provides students with a broad knowledge and understanding of food properties,
processing, preparation and their interrelationship, nutritional considerations and consumption patterns. It
addresses the importance of hygiene and safe working practices and legislation in the production of food. Students
will develop food-specific skills, which can then be applied in a range of contexts enabling students to produce
quality food products. It also provides students with a context through which to explore the richness, pleasure and
variety food adds to life and how it contributes to both vocational and general life experiences.

What will students learn about?
Students will learn about food in a variety of settings, enabling them to evaluate the relationships between food,
technology, nutritional status and the quality of life. The following focus areas provide a context through which the
core (Food preparation and processing, Nutrition and consumption) will be studied.

e Foodin Australia e Food service and catering

e Food equity e Food for special needs
e Food product development e Food for special occasions

e Food selection and health e Food trends

The major emphasis of the Food Technology syllabus is on students exploring food-related issues through a range of
practical experiences, allowing them to make informed and appropriate choices regarding food. Integral to this
course is students developing the ability and confidence to design, produce and evaluate solutions to situations
involving food. They will learn to select and use appropriate ingredients, methods and equipment safely and
competently.

OTHER INFORMATION

B~ e

21



Subject Name/Faculty Geography Elective / HSIE: 2027

CONTACT TEACHER(S): K. Padovan/ N. McGuire

COURSE INFORMATION Stage 5 Elective (200hrs)

What types of things will we do in Geography (Elective)

In Geography Elective, students explore the physical and human forces that shape our world and
investigate some of the most important environmental and global challenges facing society today.
Students examine the connections between people, places and environments, while developing an
understanding of how geographical issues impact communities at local, national and global scales.
Through investigations, case studies and practical activities, students learn to think critically, analyse
patterns and propose solutions to real-world issues. Students develop skills using a variety of
geographical tools including maps, fieldwork, graphs, data analysis and spatial technologies to collect,
interpret and communicate information. Students investigate natural systems that influence Earth’s
landscapes, climates and ecosystems through topics such as Planet Earth, Extreme Environments,
Oceanography and Interactions and Patterns Across a Continent. They also explore the social, cultural,
political and economic systems that shape the way people live and interact with the world through
topics including Global Citizenship, Geopolitics, Australia’s Neighbours and Primary Production.
Geography Elective is ideal for students interested in the environment, global issues, natural disasters,
sustainability and understanding how the world works.

What we learn:

Physical Geography Human Geography
e Planet Earth e Global citizenship
e Extreme environments e Geopolitics
e Oceanography e Australia’s neighbours
e Interactions and patterns across a continent e Primary production

School Developed option

OTHER INFORMATION

Geography Elective is a hands-on subject that helps students understand the world around them and
the challenges shaping our future. Students investigate natural disasters, global conflicts, climate
change, extreme environments, oceans, food production and the ways people live across the world.
This course is ideal for students who enjoy:

e Learning about real-world events and current issues

e Excursions to experts in the Geography Space (Potential excursions: Marine Biology, Sealife,

Blue Mountains, Long Reef, Manly Dam, Cockatoo Island, Sydney Harbour, Cronulla Dunes)

e Investigating natural disasters, volcanoes, cyclones and extreme environments

e Exploring maps, technology and spatial tools

e Analysing global conflicts and world challenges

e Fieldwork and practical investigations

e Thinking critically and solving problems

¢ Understanding how people and environments are connected
Geography Elective develops skills and knowledge that are valuable for senior study, future careers and
understanding the rapidly changing world around us.
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Subject Name/Faculty History Elective /HSIE: 2027
CONTACT TEACHER(S): K.Padovan

COURSE INFORMATION Stage 5 Elective (200 hrs)

What types of things will we do in History elective

What does this course offer?

History enables young people to develop an interest in and enjoyment of exploring the past. History Elective
provides opportunities to develop a knowledge and understanding of past societies and historical periods. Students
explore the nature of history, heritage and archaeology and the methods that historians use to construct history
through a range of thematic and historical studies. The construction of history is examined through options such as
oral history, museum or archive studies, historical fiction, media, biography or film. Historical issues studied include
the collection, display and reconstruction of the past, ethical issues of ownership, preservation and conservation of
the past. Features of a range of ancient, medieval and modern societies are explored and students have the
opportunity to study historical themes such as war and peace, crime and punishment, music through history,
slavery and gender in history.

What topics are studied in this course?

* Topic 1: History, Heritage and Archaeology

¢ Topic 2: Ancient, Medieval and Modern Societies

¢ Topic 3: Thematic Studies

How will the course be taught?

Students undertake processes of historical inquiry, including understanding and analysing sources and sequencing
major historical events to show an understanding of continuity, change and causation. Students develop an
understanding of historical concepts such as empathetic understanding, significance and contestability. They apply
research and communication skills, including the use of ICT, and examine different perspectives and interpretations
to develop an understanding of a wide variety of viewpoints. Students are provided with opportunities to construct
a logical historical argument supported by relevant evidence and to communicate effectively about the past for
different audiences.

Who should choose History?

Students who choose History are interested in finding out about people and events of the past. They are interested
in discovering why the world is the way it is and how certain events and individuals have influenced the course of
history in a variety of ways.

OTHER INFORMATION
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Subject Name/Faculty: INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY - TIMBER /TAS 2027
CONTACT TEACHER: Mr. L. Viegas

COURSE INFORMATION:

What types of things will we do in Industrial Technology - Timber lessons?

Course Description

Industrial Technology — Timber focuses on developing practical woodworking skills through hands-on
experiences in the workshop. Students learn how to safely use tools and machinery to design and construct
timber products, while also exploring the design process, project planning, and sustainability in material

use. The course encourages creativity, precision, and problem-solving through
real-world projects.

What will students learn about?

¢ Timber Materials and Processes — understanding timber types, properties, and how they
are used in construction and manufacturing.

e Tools and Machinery — safe use of hand tools, power tools, and workshop equipment.

e Design and Production Planning — learning how to plan, draw, and manage a timber-based
project from concept to completion.

¢ Workplace Health and Safety — following correct procedures and safe workshop practices.

e Sustainability and Industry Practices — learning about sustainable timber sourcing and how the
industry is adapting to environmental concerns.

e Design and build timber projects such as furniture, boxes, games, or decorative items.

e Learnto read and create working drawings and project plans.

e Use handtools, power tools, and machinery to shape and join timber safely and accurately.
e Document the design and production process in a project folio.

e Evaluate their projects and reflect on how to improve their techniques and outcomes.

OTHER INFORMATION
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Subject Name/Faculty: International Studies /HSIE 2027

CONTACT TEACHER(S): K.Padovan/B.ER

COURSE INFORMATION Stage 5 Elective (200hrs)

What types of things willwedoin ... ?

International Studies is an interdisciplinary course that provides a unique conceptual framework for the study of
culture, and the promotion of intercultural understanding. Through education, travel, work and trade, students
increasingly understand how the study of culture requires knowledge to inform values and develop individual and
community participation, action, and commitment to be a global citizen. International Studies provides students
with an opportunity to explore and recognise their own cultures and appreciate the richness of multicultural
Australia and the world. As Australia is part of the Asia-Pacific region, the International Studies course emphasises,
but is not limited to, this region. Students gain knowledge of different cultural practices, values, beliefs and
heritages to form a broader world view. They gain skills to recognise fact, detect bias and challenge stereotypes by
exploring cultural differences and interconnectedness. This enables students to understand and value inclusion and
to respect the rights of others.

What will we learn?

Core Teacher determined Options

Understanding culture and diversity in today’s world. e Culture and beliefs

e Culture and the media

e Culture on the move

e Culture and travel

e Culture and visual and performing arts

e Culture in textiles, art and architecture

e Culturein film and literature

e Culture and sport

e Culture and food

e Culture, science, technology, and change

e School developed option.

OTHER INFORMATION

International Studies NSW Department approved elective course, students and parents/carers need to be consulted
and understand that the course will not be listed on the Record of School Achievement (RoSA).
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Subject Name/Faculty: Music / CAPA: 2027

CONTACT TEACHER(S): Leanne Winfield, Alex Scheul
COURSE INFORMATION
What types of things will we do in lessons?

Course Description

In elective music, we get to extend on skills taught in previous years by unlocking new musical styles,
instruments and ideas! You can look forward to playing in bands to develop skills on a multitude of new
instruments, create and compose your own music on a range of new technologies. Elective music allows
you to collaborate with your classmates to play, jam and problem solve together. There are multiple
possibilities for you to explore music you are passionate about and discover a love for something
completely new! If you are creative, imaginative and work well with practical subjects - join music!

What will students learn about?
Due to the rollout of the new 2026 Music Syllabus, topics may change from those being currently taught,
but could include:

e Music of the Solar System

e Song Writing

e Music Industry: Mastering your instrument

e Music with a Story
Elective students also participate in a “Depth Study,” a ‘choose your own adventure’ unit that allows
students to delve into topics of personal interest. This can include composition, performance or
musicology explorations.
What will students learn to do?
Throughout Stage 5, students will have the opportunity to:

e Develop individual performance skills

e Perform in a variety of ensembles

e Create their own music

o Utiilise a range of composition and performance technologies

e Listen to and discuss a range of different music styles

e Independently explore their own musical interests

e Participate in a range of cocurricular opportunities
OTHER INFORMATION
Students do not need prior music knowledge to succeed in elective music.
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Subject Name/Faculty: = PHOTOGRAPHIC & DIGITAL MEDIA /CAPA 2027

CONTACT TEACHER: MR. T. MILES
COURSE INFORMATION:

What types of things will we do in lessons?

Like photography and image manipulation? Then this is the subject for you. Dive into the lens of imagination as
you capture moments, master editing techniques, and unleash your inner artist. Take inspired photographs and
craft stunning visual stories, this course is your ticket to blending tech savvy with artistic flair. Get ready to pixelate
your passion and develop skills that frame your future in the world of visual arts. Smile, snap, create — let's paint
the digital canvas together!

COURSE DETAILS/TOPICS. What types of tasks will be set?

Year 9 Year 10

Introduction to Photography History of Photography

Camera Basics and Functions Ethical and Legal Considerationsin
Composition and Framing Photography Visual Design Principles
Lighting Techniques Typography and Layout Design
Digital Editing and Digital lllustration Techniques
Manipulation Portrait Creating Digital Artworks
Photography Photojournalism

Landscape and Nature Advertising and Commercial Photography
Photography Still Life Photography Portfolio Development

Street Photography Presentation and Exhibition Skills
Photographic Styles and Genres

OTHER INFORMATION

*Students taking this elective must have access to their own laptop or tablet.
There is a restriction of only one class for this subject because of the specialised equipment available at
school. Elective subject fees $60
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Subject Name/Faculty:  PHYSICAL ACTIVITY and SPORTS STUDIES
(PASS/PDHPE) 2027
CONTACT TEACHER: MS.A.BAKER

COURSE INFORMATION:

What types of things will we do in PASS lessons?

Physical Activities and Sport Studies is a course designed for students in Stage 5 (Years 9 and 10)
wishing to build upon knowledge and understanding about how we move and how to enhance the
guality and enjoyment of movement. Physical Activity and Sports Studies represents a broad view
of physical activity and the many possible contexts in which individuals can build activity into their
lifestyle. Students investigate recreational, leisure and adventure pursuits, competitive and non-
competitive games, individual and group physical fitness activities, and the use of physical activity
for therapy and remediation.

The course provides students with both theoretical and practical components. It provides students
with the opportunity to learn the basic scientific principles that underlie sport performance by
analysing the role of body systems, physical fitness, nutrition and safety and the impact on
movement efficiency.

Students further analyse physical activity, sport and recreation from a range of historical, social
and cultural perspectives. They explore the benefits of participation in leisure and recreation and
evaluate the contribution of physical activity and how it can improve all aspects of individual,
community and societal wellbeing.

This syllabus further promotes the concept of learning through movement and provides students
with opportunities to develop their movement skills, analyse movement performance and assist
the performance of others.

The course also provides students with the opportunity to investigate careers in the physical
activity, sport and recreation industries including accreditation in coaching, umpiring, first aid,
event management and leading recreational pursuits. Students are enabled to experience a wide
range of activities within a variety of in and out of school settings and gain experience. Students
will be provided with activities that develop a range of skills such as problem solving, critical
analysis, group work, research, leadership roles and social interaction in varied settings.

Students should choose the course if they have a genuine interest in physical activity and sport and
enjoy both the theoretical and practical aspects of the subject.

. Area of Study 1: Foundations of Physical Activity
. Area of Study 2: Physical Activity and Sports in Society

. Area of Study 3: Enhancing Participation and Performance

OTHER INFORMATION
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Subject Name/Faculty:  VISUAL ARTS /CAPA 2027

CONTACT TEACHER: MR. T. MILES.
COURSE INFORMATION:

What types of things will we do in Visual Arts lessons?

Visual Arts is all about experimenting, working creatively and making meaning in the most interesting ways
we can. In this course you will learn skills in making artworks in lots of different ways, using lots of different
materials and

techniques. We'll do painting, ceramic sculpture, printmaking, drawing, digital media, and wearable art! (60% of
the

course).

We'll also learn to find meaning in artworks, explain what artists do and why, and write about art, because
learning

about the work of other artists inspires us and makes us better artists ourselves. (40% of the course)

COURSE DETAILS/TOPICS. What types of tasks will be s
Year 9 &y | N y 4
Surrealism and the Uncanny - Printmaking, Humanity - Portrait Drawing
Drawing and Collage

Making a Statement - Street and Political Art

Riverways - Linocut Printing Timeless Fictions - Digital photography and photo editing

Held in Our Hands - Ceramics and clay sculpting Masquerade - Masks, video and performance

All the Seasons - Abstract painting Tasks will include making artworks and digital images, and

Tasks will include making artworks, writing about | writing about artworks in short and extended response
artworks, and designing your own virtual forms.

exhibition.
OTHER INFORMATION including special requirements.

This course is designed for anyone who is open to learning and experimenting with new skills, as well as
students with existing interest or skill in artmaking.

This course is also highly recommended for any students who are interested in studying art during Years 11-12
or beyond school.
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Subject Name/ Faculty: VISUAL DESIGN/CAPA 2027

CONTACT TEACHER(S): Mr.T Miles
COURSE INFORMATION:

What types of things will we do in lessons?

Course Description

Stage 5 Visual Design is focused on practical design and making that will help you develop skills and

techniques that designers use in fields such as graphic design, product design, fashion, ceramics and
illustration.

In this course, you will develop and use your own personal style and design aesthetic in order to
make a variety of different designed objects and artworks. Hands-on, practical design work and will
make up 60% of the course.

What will students learn about?

In this course, you may have the opportunity to design and/or make the following:

- Product design (e.g. clothing, stationary and graphic design for logos and brands)

- Web design (e.g. designing websites to sell designed products)

- Wearables (e.g. ceramic jewellery, digital or painted/drawn designs for clothing)

- Ceramics (e.g. pots, jewellery, mugs, bowls, plates and decorative vases)

- Cartooning (e.g. designing cartoon characters for an animation, graphic novel, sticker collection etc)

Students will also learn about the elements of art, principles of design and the work of a variety of
different artists and designers. This will help you to find artists and designers that inspire your own

work. Critical and historical studies (theory) will make up 40% of the course.
OTHER INFORMATION

Subject will incur a $50 fee.
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ELECTIVE COURSE SUBJECT FEES 2027/2028

Chinese $50
Computer Technology $40
Design Innovation Technology $40
Engineering Technology $40
Food Technology $40
Industrial technology- Timber $40
Photographic and Digital Media $S60
Visual Arts $60
Visual Design S50

LANGUAGE OPTIONS

Students can study Chinese at school if they choose this elective OR a language via the NSW School of Languages or
the Saturday School of Community Languages.

See their websites for further information and discuss this option with the career’s teacher and your Deputy.

https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://saturdaycl-h.schools.nsw.gov.au/
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ELECTIVE PATTERN OF STUDY 2027

REFLECT AND SELECT

Student name:

REFLECTION

1. What subjects do you enjoy studying?

2.  Whatare yourinterests?

3. Doyouintendto return to Alexandria Park Community High School in 2027? YES / NO

4. List two activities/interests that appeal to you:
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SUBMIT BY MONDAY  August 3rd TERM 3 WEEK 3

Please list the ELECTIVES you are considering (in priority order) for 2026/2027.

Some students may be asked to re-choose their ELECTIVES once decisions are made about
ELECTIVES that will runin 2027.

Choose 3 electives for Year 9 AND 2 Reserves!

FULL NAME OF STUDENT:

Mandatory Subjects Elective Subjects 2027/2028
English Choice 1

Maths Choice 2

Science Choice 3

HSIE (Geography/History) Reserve 1

PDHPE Reserve 2

SIGN OFF Student Signature

DP/Year Advisor

Parent Signature

EDVAL online selections completed YES / NO
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