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It is always a privilege to share the many achievements and positive moments within our school community. However, it is
equally important to address some serious concerns regarding student behaviour that have recently come to our attention.

We have observed troubling behaviours occurring not only within the school environment but also beyond—in homes, sports
training sessions, social gatherings, and children’s sleepovers. These incidents are understandably distressing and require our
collective attention and action.

Recent investigations at APS have highlighted a pattern of bullying, often emerging from conflicts within friend groups. When
disagreements arise, other students may feel pressured or choose to take sides, leading to increased tension and division. This
cycle frequently involves sharing confidential information, name-calling, exclusion, threats, and other harmful behaviours, which
create a toxic social atmosphere. Such dynamics impact the wellbeing of individual students and the broader school community.

In addition, with the rise of digital communication, bullying has extended beyond school hours. Online platforms provide
continuous access for harmful behaviours such as intimidation, threats, and gossip through games and chat groups. Of 
particular concern are emerging trends among some male students involving inappropriate physical contact, including touching
or poking peers in private areas. While sometimes dismissed by the students as “pranks,” these actions constitute assault and
cause significant harm. Exposure to such behaviours via online video content is influencing students’ conduct at school. We
strongly encourage parents to exercise vigilant supervision of their children’s online activities as a critical safeguard.

Within the school, we urge all students to report any incidents, no matter how minor they may seem. While students may not
always see immediate responses, be assured that every report is recorded and taken seriously. Tracking these reports helps
staff identify ongoing patterns and address issues proactively.

We have also noted an increase in disrespectful behaviours such as backchatting, defiance, and disregard for staff directions.
We value and expect the same high standards of conduct at school as observed when students are representing the school off-
site. In response to these concerns, APS will be undertaking a comprehensive review of our behaviour management policies in
Term 4. This process will involve collaboration among students, staff, and the wider community. We invite all parents and carers
to participate and share their perspectives. Details of opportunities to contribute, including at the upcoming P&C meeting, will be
communicated via our school newsletter and Facebook page. Your involvement is crucial to ensuring we strengthen our
practices and create a safe, respectful, and supportive environment for all students.

Thank you for your ongoing partnership as we work together to uphold the wellbeing and positive development of every member
of our school community.
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Week 9
Jackson L-C.
Delilah M.
Hayden P.
Hannah S.
Eli O.
Jack A.

Award Recipients

IMPORTANT DATES

Tuesday September 23  - Touch Gala Dayrd

Wednesday, September 24  - Cricket Gala Dayth

Friday September 26  - Busy Bees Transitionth

                                            - Last day of Term 3

Monday October 13  - Students return for Term 4th

excellence awards
Oliver R.

Evie B.

hive-five awards
Faith A.
Jett P.

Caleb W.
Brian W.

William H.
Hayden P.
Kodin M.

Eli W.

Each year our voluntary school contribution
is used to provide resources for students at
Aberdeen Public School. Voluntary school
contributions are $35 per student or $70 for
2 or more students in a family. Contributions
are kindly accepted at the school office or
you can click on the payment link in School
Bytes.

VOLUNTARY SCHOOL CONTRIBUTIONS

merit badge
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